
For more info visit:   ootfa.org

Hal Thompson 
A Real National Treasure

http://www.ootfa.org/
http://www.ootfa.org/
http://www.ootfa.org/pdf/OregonStateFiddleContest.pdf
https://www.fiddlecontest.org/
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New Members March 2020  

Rick Baker  Eugene (6)
Gordie Cummings    Bend (3) 
Alepa Dellinger  Bend (3)
Keith Eckley  Keizer (8)
Leisl Farnsworth    Bend (3) 
Joe Martion  Clackamas (7)
Brian Martz  Redmond (3)
Carol McKim  Crescent City, CA
Sonya Slater  Redmond (3)
Adam Taylor  Coos Bay (5)
Marilyn Wallis  Monmouth (8)



Our First Saturday Jam in February enjoyed a great 
turnout!  Three musicians from Alturas California joined 
us.  They regularly play music in Northern California and 
Western Nevada so we were happy to see Sharon Ender-
lin, Nancy Gieske, and Lynn Staub adding two more gui-
tars and an autoharp along with their voices to the mix.  
In addition we had a local singer/songwriter, Rocky St. 
Claire, adding some original songs and providing an op-
portunity for the rest of us to learn some new tunes.

Jerry Light, responsible for reporting news from Dis-
trict 1E, passed away suddenly January 5th.  We were all 
stunned and saddened by this loss since he had been 
with us the day before at our January First Saturday Jam

Chair: Terry McLain    541-219-0896       terry233.tm@gmail.com
Vice-Chair: Nancy Yialouris     707-227-0753      yialouris@aol.com
Secretary-Treasurer/Membership: Sharilyn McLain   
 541-219-0896       P.O. Box 603, Lakeview, OR 97630
Reporter: Nancy Yialouris     707-227-0753      yialouris@aol.com

2  Biz Meeting     Chamber of Commerce 7:00 pm
7 Jam  Chamber of Commerce 2:00 - 5:00 pm
5, 12, 19, 26 Weekly Jams Rosa Lee’s house 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Chair: Sheila Fry     541-850-9062     sheilaand@yahoo.com
Co-Chair: Irene Ruddock    541-882-6418   irenelcmar@q.com
Secretary: Edna Jenkins   541-891-9155   ednaspics@yahoo.com 
Treasurer/Membership: Edna Jenkins          541-891-9155 
Correspondence/Historian: Karen Ayres      541-783-2970 
Scheduler: Sheila Fry     541-850-9062
Reporter: Jenny Dreyer    541-205-6397   doublejj25@gmail.com 

19  Gig Plum Ridge 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
19 Gig Pacifica  1:00 - 2:00 pm 
25  Gig Shasta Care Center 1:30 - 2:30 pm
26  Gig Crystal Terrace 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
26 Gig Rogue River Place 1:00 - 2:00 pm
28 Meet/Jam      Anthem House 12:30 - 3:30 pm

Greetings All from District One,
Things are moving right along here in District One. We are experiencing some 
nicer weather these days and it’s been sunny and bright. February gigs in-
cluded “Life in the 1800’s” at the Klamath County Museum and another at the 
4th Annual Country Valentine’s Dinner in Chiloquin. These events were well 
attended and we had a great showing of musicians. There were a few prac-
tices for these events, hosted by Irene Ruddock at her house. We all had fun 
getting together to practice and enjoy the company of Don Hamlin before he 
had to make the late drive home to Roseburg. We also have a potential new 
member, Eleanor Cook, who has been attending our practices and jams. We 
are very happy to have her attend and we enjoy playing new tunes with her. 
Right around the corner is Silver Lake Campout! Make your plans now, you 
won’t regret it! Happy Spring, Happy Fiddling!

March Birthdays: Faye Patterson (97 years!), Virginia Priddy, Hannah Scott.   
March Anniversaries: Bill and Ann Bonser, James and Jenny Dreyer. 
~ Jenny Dreyer, District 1 Reporter

Happy 97th Birthday to Ms. Faye 
Patterson! We love you Ms. Faye!

and he played and sang music all afternoon.  Jerry was 
always willing to help out with anything our local group 
needed.  After serving as reporter for 3 years, Jerry was 
the one who stepped up to relieve me and serve in that 
capacity for District 1E for the past year.  His sense of hu-
mor was his trademark and was apparent in each article 
he wrote as he ended each article with a one liner.   He 
regularly attended our jams and business meetings and 
considered the Oldtime Fiddlers his “adopted family,” 
sharing in holiday meals with the McLain’s and lending 
a hand anytime there was a need.  He loved to play and 
sing and besides playing guitar he also played banjo.

Jerry was diabetic but that didn’t stop him from baking, 
his other passion.  We all benefited from that obsession!  
Particularly missed were his peanut butter balls, pepper-
mint patties, and fudge, but he also made chocolate chip, 
oatmeal, and peanut butter cookies for our gatherings, 
as well.  He couldn’t eat his productions but seemed to 
vicariously enjoy watching his baked goods disappear in 
the hands and mouths of the rest of us!  His handiwork 
in the kitchen extended to Silver Lake where he always 
brought desserts  and volunteered to help Sharilyn with 
the needed chores to make food service at our campout 
run smoothly.
 District 1E continued next page



Well Hello, March! We’re happy to see along 
with the lovely daffodils you’ve brought spring 
and daylight savings time.

Our February Monthly jam at Roxy Ann Grange 
was well attended by musicians and audience. 
Carol Ferrara adorned the grange in decorations 
with a Valentine’s theme and several musicians 
played a romantic tune. Ron Bolstad sang “Let 
Me Call You Sweetheart” accompanied by Bob 
Pantell and his lovely whistling. Young fiddlers, 
Sidra Price and Ada Olhiser played several tunes. 
The audience really enjoys watching these 
young musicians perform; they are our future.

The Wednesday night jam has been well attend-
ed. The beginning fiddlers are joining in with 
the tunes they have learned and are sitting in 
the regular jam to expose their “ear” to more 
tunes. Jon Gasik has a beginning guitar student 
who is doing well and sitting in and playing 
along at the Wednesday jam. If you are consid-
ering learning the guitar contact Jon Gasik at 
541-840-5022.

There are several new gigs on the calendar this 
month so check the online calendar and plan 
to come out and attend. If you need assistance 
with time, place or directions call an officer. 
April brings the much loved Silver Lake Cam-
pout, April 30 - May 3. Check the online calendar 
for directions and important information before 
you head that way!

The March monthly meeting and jam will be 
held at the Pioneer Hall in Ashland. If the weath-
er cooperates we will have lots of foot traffic. 
While walking by they hear our music, drop in 
and listen. This is wonderful exposure for our or-
ganization. The meeting is at 11:30. Open fiddle 
jam 12:30, sign up jam 1:00 - 3:00. Bring snacks 
to share.

~ See y’all soon, Judy Lyons, District 4 Reporter

Howdy from District. On Jan 19th Marcel Potvin, his 3 girls, 
Louisiane, Lilly, Adelaine and our National Treasure Jack Kerr 
played a concert for 55-60 residents at Touchmark Mt. Bachelor 
Village Retirement Living in Bend. The event was organized by 
Dale Anderson who is not only a resident but a long time mem-
ber of OOFTA. We thank him for his generous donation.

Elections for the districts are fast approaching. As of now we do 
not have any nominations for Secretary or Event Coordinator. 
We are looking for members to step up for these positions. It is 
not a heavy workload and we are looking for ways to “revitalize” 
our district. Send your name or nomination to Jeannette. 

OOTFA members Ron Phillips and Ben Richardson have invited 
all to a show (not a jam) on March 20th. Enjoy a scenic drive to 
the John Day area for a fun, musical event:

Richardson’s Brothers Band and Friends
Bluegrass, Blues and Western Swing

Benefit for the Prairie City Cemetery and Senior Center.
March 20th at 6:30 pm at the Senior Center in Prairie City

Donations Only

We have discussed holding a monthly circle jam in the histor-
ic chapel of the Powell Butte Christian Church. At this time the 
church would not be able to hold dances, so we are still working 
on a venue for dancing. More information will be emailed and 
posted on our website as the plans are firmed up.

~ Kim Martin & Pat Borden, District 3 Reporters

Chair: Jeannette Bondsteel     541-410-5146 jbond@bendcable.com
1898 NW Davidson Way, Terrebonne, OR 97760

Co-Chair: Suzanne Johannsen     541-389-2528 suzanne.johannsen@gmail.com 
Secretary: Marlene Stevens   541-420-5794 marlenejacks@gmail.com
Treasurer: LeRoy Newport     541-604-6564 leroynwpt@aol.com
Membership: Jeannette Bondsteel     541-410-5146 jbond@bendcable.com
Reporters: Kim Martin    360-852-2413 crgypsy@live.com
     Pat Borden    541-408-7181 pattyann335@gmail.com

District 3 Website: centraloregonfiddlers.com

19  Knee to Knee Jam   Redmond High Room 103 4:30-8:30 pm

Chair: Scotty Phillips    541-601-5753 scottp307@gmail.com
Co-Chair: Jessie Lotts    541-816-1954 jessielotts22@gmail.com
Secretary: Ron Bolstad        541-488-3593 bolstad@mind.net
Treasurer: Barbara Basden   541-772-0579 barbara.basden@gmail.com
Membership Chair: Carol Ferrara lencarol2000@gmail.com
Fiddle Rustler: Ross Jones     206-595-8442 falcon259@gmail.com
Reporter: Judy Lyons     541-956-0618 blacklyon@charter.net

District 4 Website:  OOTFA4.org     Check Us Out!

7 Meeting Pioneer Hall, Ashland 11:30 am

continued from page 3
Jerry told Larry McLain in a prophetic moment, “If anything hap-
pens to me, kick down the door and get my guitar.”  That wasn’t 
necessary when Terry and Larry went to his apartment to check 
on him after failing to show up at Larry’s house on Sunday and 
missing our business meeting on the 6th.  The drapes were open 
and the door was unlocked.  Jerry was dressed and in his favorite 
chair, seemingly waiting for them to “get his guitar.”  

Jerry is survived by his daughter and son-in-law, Michelle and 
Pete, brother Walter, two grandsons and his OOFTA friends and 
adopted family.  He was a fixture in our local group and he is sore-
ly missed.  

~ Nancy Yialouris, District 1E Reporter

http://centraloregonfiddlers.com/
http://www.ootfa4.org/


Tunes considered to be “Hoedowns” – (Reels, 
Hornpipes, and Breakdowns):
Angeline the Baker  Leather Britches  
Woodchopper’s Reel  Wild John  
Choctaw Honey Boy
Arkansas Traveler  Sally Goodin  
Sally Johnson  Bitter Creek  
Soldier’s Joy  Dusty Miller  
Grey Eagle  Walk Along John
Billy in the Low Ground  Cattle in the Cane  
Old Joe Clark  Uncle Herman’s Hornpipe
Dew Drop Hornpipe  Fisher’s Hornpipe  
Big John McNeil  Brilliancy
Miller’s Reel  Blackberry Blossom  
Mississippi Sawyer  Waynesboro Reel
Devil’s Dream  Durang’s Hornpipe  
Whiskey Before Breakfast  Westmoreland’s Hornpipe
Shortnin’ Bread  Soppin’ the Gravy  
St. Anne’s Reel  Rickett’s Hornpipe
Bill Cheatum  Snowshoes  
Jack of Diamonds  Ace of Spades
Turkey in the Straw  Martha Campbell  
Forked Deer  Apple Blossoms

Waltz examples (dance tunes in ¾ time):
Tennessee  Kentucky Ashokan Farewell
Lover’s Lucinda  Gardenia
South Wind  Benny & Bea’s Star of the County Down
Ook Pik  Ash Grove  Chancellor’s
Nancy’s Josephine’s When I Get Too Old To Dream
Rosebuds of Avonmore  Roxanna  Festival
Yellow Rose  Goodnight  Margaret’s
Blue Valley  Amelia’s Sweet Bunch of Daisies
Whistler’s White Russian Lady Black Velvet
Peek a Boo  Velvet’s Midnight

Tunes of Choice which are not Hoedowns or Waltzes (rags, polkas, jigs, etc.):
Cotton Patch Rag East Tennessee Blues  Dill Pickle Rag
Allentown Polka  Clarinet Polka  Jesse Polka
Hotfoot Rag  Florida Blues  Don’t Let the Deal Go Down
Red Apple Rag  Kansas City Kitty  Black & White Rag
Topeka Polka  Smith’s Rag Crafton’s Blues
Beaumont Rag  Redwing  Sweet Marie
Stone’s Rag  Panhandle Rag 12th Street Rag
Going Places  Swallowtail Jig  River Road
Sunrise on the Guinea Farm  Rubber Dolly  Pig Ankle Rag
Cincinnati Rag  Wild Fiddler’s Rag Whistling Rufus

A list of tune 
examples is 

included here to 
give you some 

examples of which 
tunes fit into which 
contest categories. 
If you have a tune 

you’re not sure 
about, feel free to 

contact Eileen,
(503-701-1578). 
If I’m not sure, 
I will find out.

Of course there are 
thousands of other 

possibilities!

Chance is a motivated guy. He attended 
West Cascade Fiddle Camp last summer 
and has his tuition money in an envelope 
ready to send in as soon as registrations 
open for the 2020 camp. He has his sights 
set on becoming a Nashville recording 
star and someday playing with the Char-
lie Daniels Band. He loves bluegrass mu-
sic, and is quickly learning the repertoire. 
He can already play and sing major parts 
of “The Devil Went Down to Georgia”, and 
he hopes someday he can get on stage to 
perform it with Charlie Daniels.

In his life outside music, Chance loves 
to play soccer and basketball. He likes 
school (especially math) and has lots of 
friends. He is known in his family as a 
skilled snowmobiler. Last year, with the 
help of his dad, he built, designed and 
applied the graphics to a snow machine 
of his own.

I have a feeling we will hear a lot more 
from Chance Mott in the future. I can’t 
wait to hear him play in person!

~ Interview by Karen Johnson (District 8)

Chance Mott belongs to a very special 
musical family. Not surprisingly, he’s 
living up to the family tradition by learn-
ing to play music as well as jamming and 
performing at a young age. Chance is 
the grandson/grandnephew of our OOT-
FA twin sisters: Janice Railton (“Nana”) 
and Jeannette Bondsteel (“Nini”). Be-
tween these two high powered sisters 
are 14 grandsons and 1 granddaughter! 
– Chance is one of those lucky grand-
sons. The whole family is very close and 
shares the care and love of all the young 
people in the family.

Chance is 10 years old and is a 4th grad-
er at Powell Butte Elementary in Powell 
Butte, OR. He started playing the fiddle 
a couple years ago, and now plays gui-
tar and bass as well. He has to stand on 
a stool to play the bass fiddle, but that 

doesn’t stop him! The family jams regularly at Gramma Nini’s home and 
often invites friends to join in. Once a month, Chance plays at Whispering 
Winds, a retirement community in Bend. Chance’s dad, Casey, is learning 
to play guitar as well with help from Cousin, Garitt Bondsteel. He also 
attributes many of his tunes to “Youtube University” where he regularly 
picks up fiddling styles and techniques.

The contest is only 3 weeks away! The 
volunteer schedule is almost done – 
I’m so grateful for all you volunteers! 
And I’m also grateful for the 41 con-
testants who have registered so far. 
Remember, pre-registering is helpful 
to everyone!   ~ Eileen Walter

As in the past, self-contained RVs can 
camp on the parking lot (no charge). 
There are no hook-ups.

Exciting News! Kathy Kampschmidt 
has reserved the meeting room at the 
Shilo Inn on Market Street for the fid-
dlers to have a jam on Friday evening 
(March 20) from 5:30 to 9:00. Come and 
get warmed up for the contest! Many 
Thanks Kathy!

Hopefully everyone has got-
ten word that the regular 
contest rounds (except for 
the Small Fry and the Junior 
Junior Divisions) now have 
five (5) minute round time 
limits. This is consistent with 
the Weiser national contest 
rules. It’s helpful if you have 
some nice tune variations 
that you want to include.



Melinda Grant

This month we head over to northern Missouri for a tune 
from Bob Walters.  I learned it from William Greene from 

Ashland.  Typical of northern Missouri tunes, lots of quick 
little notes here; usually played in Missouri with small 

bow strokes in the middle of the bow.

I couldn’t find a recording of Bob doing it, but there’s a great version on YouTube by Hammer & String, 
and a group of folks having fun with it <here>.  And YouTube also has a version by Dwight Lamb, who 

was one of Bob’s cronies and who is sometimes quoted as the source for this tune, because he first 
published it in his collection (after Bob sent him a recording).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whcQygOnZDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DB5nj4wzOtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biV3_u7RB3U


5 Gig Myrtle Point Care Center 2:30 - 3:30 pm
12 Gig  Inland Point 1:30 - 2:30 pm
12 Gig Evergreen Court 3:00 - 4:00 pm
15 Stage Show        Winchester Bay             1:00 pm
17 Gig Pacific View, Bandon 2:00 - 3:00 pm
26 Gig Avamere 1:00 - 2:00 pm
26 Gig Inland Point 2:30 - 3:30 pm

Chair: Kriss Fenton      541-260-6756         krissfenton2@gmail.com
Co-Chair: Luke Verhagen     541-587-4313       lukenchar@msn.com
Secretary: Jolly Hibbits    541-982-4445       egretflats@wildblue.net 
Treasurer: Dawn Vonderlin     541-347-4561  
    dawndoreen@hotmail.com 
Membership: Pat Foht        541-412-8169         plfoht@gmail.com 
Reporter: Barbara Scheirman   541-266-0688      echo9@charter.net
What could be better on a rainy winter Saturday than 
gathering with our OOTFA friends to have a membership 
meeting at Winchester Bay, enjoy a nice potluck lunch, 
complete with cookies and other homemade treats, and 
then tune up and play the afternoon away?  Not much!  
We delighted in such a day on January 18th, which pro-
vided a welcome bright spot in the middle of a rather 
dark and quiet month. 

We attended to a list of old and new business, with our 
Chair, Kriss Fenton presiding.  Thanks to Linda and Dana 
Sweatt, we now have a theme for our Fiddle at the Beach 
“campout” for Thursday, August 13:  “My Favorite Song.”  
Linda and Dana’s imaginations provided us with a great 
theme which lends itself to all manner of songs and 
Friday evening skits, as is our custom.  We hope you 
consider doing a fun stage presentation using the 
theme for our 17th annual Fiddle at the Beach event.

We have again been invited to perform at the Hauser Ru-
ral Fire Department Annual Spaghetti Feed on Saturday, 
March 7th.  We play from 3:30 - 4:30 pm and they feed us 
a spaghetti dinner afterwards. This is a community fund-
raiser hosted by the Hauser Rural Fire Department and is 
always a terrific event. 

Don’t forget the Brookings Jamboree March 27 and 28 
at the Chetco Grange in Brookings.  The information is in 
February’s Hoedowner and you also may call either Kriss 
Fenton at 541-260-6756 or Dawn Vonderlin at 541-347-
4561.  This is a big and lively event, so we sure hope to 
see you there.  Ruth Weyer is in charge of the raffle and 
already some very nice things have been donated.  For 
example, Larry Costa generously donated a 4/4 fiddle 
and a 1/4 fiddle, both complete with hardshell cases.  
Thank you, Larry!  Thanks to Gayle Triplett, who has do-
nated some nice canvas totes with musical note graphics 
on them.  Now that we need to bring our own bags to the 
stores, this is especially considerate and timely.  Dawn 
has created an informative and lovely informative poster 
for this event, which will be posted throughout our com-
munities and sent to members online.  Thanks, Dawn, for 
your thoughtful marketing! 

After reading Patti Luse’s January email, I’m sure we felt 
the excitement of the prospect of coming spring events 
for OOTFA in 2020 and plan to join in all or most of them.  
It is our pleasure to be able to meet and play together.  It’s 
our way of keeping the music and the friendship flowing!
~ Barbara Scheirman, District 5 Reporter
 

Chair: Ernie Connelly      541-517-9531 e.mc2@comcast.net
Vice Chair: Jessie Kurtz     541-543-1305 jessiefeliz@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Sandy Wallrich       541-485-7981 

sandyinfinitychocolate@gmail.com      
Treasurer: Bernie Roberts  541-689-5764  beroberts285@comcast.net     
Membership: Linda Parks LindaParks1980@gmail.com   
      541-905-2313        36989 Deadwood Dr. Lebanon, OR 97355 
Scholarship Chair: Tony Humphreys     541-505-9792 

gtfarma@peak.org
Reporter: Shirley Humphreys    541-505-9792    
 sharlannhump@gmail.com

5 Jam Old World Deli, Corvallis 7:00 - 9:00 pm
6  Jam Eugene Hotel  7:00 - 8:30 pm
7 Intermediate Fiddle Class 1:00 - 4:00 pm
  River Road Annex
9 Basic Fiddle Class  1:00 - 4:00 pm
  Bethesda Lutheran Church
14  Jam  Central Grange   10:30 - 3:30 pm
20 Jam  Ya-Po-Ah Terrace 7:00 - 9:00 pm
27 Jam Willakenzie Grange 7:00 - 9:00 pm

We are expecting two more weeks of winter weath-
er because the groundhog saw his shadow in our yard 
on Feb. 2nd. We will move on to April showers and 
May flowers and spring weather at Silver Lake April 30 
through Sunday May 3rd. 

On February 8th at Central Grange we started with a 
morning jam then proceeded to our quarterly meet-
ing. We enjoyed a potluck lunch after the meeting and 
then had our afternoon jam. We had around 30 OOTFA 
members and we played lots of different oldtime tunes.

On February 5th at a Sheldon Oaks Senior Center gig 
there were around 10 OOTFA members present.  Play-
ing gigs at senior centers is a welcome event for many 
of the folks who live there. Often they come forward 
and thank us for coming to play.  We performed at 
Lone Oak Senior Center on February 14th. Members 
who would like to play at any of these events can call 
Bernie Roberts at 541-689-5764 or email him at berob-
erts285@comcast.net.  Thanks to Bernie and Amy Bur-
row for scheduling and coordinating the gigs. A big 
thanks for the sound system work by Wayne Carter.

District 6 continued next page



We played for two birthday gigs and a coffee hour in 
February in addition to our previously scheduled events.

We played at the Oregon State Capitol for Oregon’s 
birthday celebration.  It was a good group this year 
representing OOTFA. There were: 7 fiddles, 3 guitars, 2 
banjos, and Loita Colebank on bass. A few out of district 
players helping us out.  During our lunch break Truman 
Price played a 40-minute set of Music of the Oregon Trail.

It is sad to report that we have lost two Lifetime Mem-
bers in our district in February..  Donna Janzsen, of Salem, 
passed away on February 7.  Donna lost her husband Gerrit 
in 2019.  She served as the membership chair for the dis-
trict for a short time.   Dave Owens of Dayton passed away 
Feb. 10, leaving behind his wife of many years, Marilyn. 

So… gotta make each day count and remember to hug 
our friends, loved ones and enemies too if they’ll allow.
~ Gayle Clarity, District 8 Reporter

continued from page 7
Singing Waters - A Reality, by Melody Morrell.  
One day I was hiking the metal catwalk above Sweet 
Creek in the Coast Range near Mapleton.  The creek is 
large, rocky and vigorous with much noisy tumbling 
and splashing.  I started humming “Will The Circle 
Be Unbroken”, key unknown.  When I got a chord 
change I noticed a dissonance. What? I did it again, 
with the same result.  I was amazed to think that all 
those random splashes combined to create a musical 
pitch, but there it is.  So if you want to play music beside 
the rapids, better make sure you are in the same key.
Birthday Greetings:  Joanne Clark (3/6), Patti Luse 
(3/11), Linda Danielson            Wedding Anniversaries: 
Sal & Darlene Fiducia (3/15),  Wayne & Annie Carter (3/30)
 ~ Shirley Humphreys, District 6 Reporter

Chair: Marie Bailey         503-835-7185        bambailey36@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Johnnie Williams    503-435-2059      jwjwwSr1@aol.com
Secretary/ Membership: Brenda Hallgrimson          503-476-5380 
    daryl-bren@juno.com        6920 S.E. Wallace Rd., Dayton, OR 97114
Treasurer: Loita Colebank       971-432-9122         loitajc@gmail.com
Scheduler: Ted Hunt        503-837-0446           trhunt315@gmail.com
Reporter & Notices: Gayle Clarity   503-899-7485    gaylrose@gmail.com

5  Jam  Slo Jam at Marie’s house 1:00 - 3:00 pm
12 Gig Dallas Retirement Village 2:30 - 3:30 pm
 377 NW Jasper St. Dallas (West on Ellendale past
 Safeway. Turn right on Jasper just before Taco Bell)
14  Basic Fiddle Class 9:00 - 10:00 am

Chapel at Willamette Lutheran Retirement Community
Let Martha know if you are coming. Call  503-393-2271

 (leave a message) or email: mh.hughes8@gmail.com
19  Jam  Slo Jam at Marie’s house 1:00 - 3:00 pm
21  State Fiddle Contest  Chemeketa CCChair: Dave Altman          503-320-7177        daltmanpdx@gmail.com

Co-Chair: Marcella Easly           503-855-3535        marlueasly@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Fred Davis   503-598-6692  cynfred01@icloud.com
Scheduler: Ron Zubudsky      503-630-7499    rdzinstruments@msn.com
Membership: Marcella Easly      503-855-3535     marlueasly@gmail.com
Reporter: Elaine Schmidt     503-318-5045

7 Circle Sunnyside Grange 1:00 - 4:00 pm
 Jam 13130 SE Sunnyside Road, Happy Valley 
15 Gig Clark’s General Store & Eatery 1 - 3:00 pm
 25760 S. Beavercreek Road, Beavercreek 
29 Jam N.W. Jam     600 NE 8th, Gresham     11:00 am
  Sign up Playing 12:30 - 3:30 pm
Hello District 7 members and others. Isn’t it great to 
have longer days. I am starting to see flowers in my yard 
and I know there will soon be others to follow. February 
was a busy month for our fiddlers and those who accom-
pany us. We had five events starting with our usual Cir-
cle Jam at the Sunnyside Grange. We had 20 musicians 
and 8 folks who came to listen! We spent much of our 
time practicing our list for Oregon’s birthday party on the 
14th. Donna Foreman was our leader and compiled the 
list of many old favorites.

On Feb. 14th we went to the Oregon Historical Society 
in downtown Portland and played for a large crowd with 
Donna in the middle calling out our tunes and four gui-
tars and a bass keeping us all together. We enjoyed hear-
ing two of our former governors speak. Barbara Roberts 
spoke about why she loves Oregon so much and gave 
us all a pop quiz about Oregon’s state flower, rock, an-
imal, bird etc.  Ted Kulongoski spoke about a song his 
wife and others had written about the beauty of Oregon 
which we then sang accompanied by the fiddlers. After 
all the speeches we loved eating the birthday cake and 
celebrating Oregon’s big day. Did you know that Oregon 
is now 161 years old?

After Oregon’s Birthday Party we went to the Eagle 
Creek Grange to celebrate Valentine’s Day with the 
community from Eagle Creek. They served a delicious 
ham dinner and for dessert we were able to pick from 
a table of homemade pies. We enjoyed all the attention 
to details on our table; lots of food, of course, but also 
lots of candy and valentines! After our dinner we had 
fun playing on the stage which was covered with lights 
and decorations. We played some special waltzes for 
two couples in the audience who were celebrating their 
50th and 51st wedding anniverseries that night and it 
was lovely watching couples waltzing while we played.

We would like to welcome new member, Joe Martin, to 
District 7. He lives in Clackamas and plays the fiddle. 
~ Elaine Schmidt, District 7 Reporter



Chair: Randy Gibson 541-589-1866
 outlawwoodproducts@yahoo.com
Vice-chair: Joan Suther  541-573-5601 Jsuther10@gmail.com
Sec./Trea./Membership: George Sahlberg     541-420-3583
Reporter: Marianne Andrews

6 Jam Friday Night Jam 7:00 pm
8 Sunday Potluck      1:00 pm   Jam    2:00 pm                     
13 Jam Friday Night Jam  7:00 pm
16 Gig Ashley Manor  6:00 - 7:00 pm
20 Jam Friday Night Jam  7:00 pm
27 Jam Friday Night Jam  7:00 pm

5 Gig  Bridgewood 1:30 - 2:30 pm 
11 Gig  Rosehaven 10:00 - 11:00 am 
16  Gig  Callahan Court 2:30 - 3:30 pm 
23  Gig Callahan Village  3:30 - 4:30 pm 
28  Jam  Sutherlin Grange 12.00 - 3:00 pm

Chairperson (& Program Coordinator): Jude Stensland    
 541-430-2080          jude999s@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair: Jim Kuether      503-260-5972 j.kuether@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Kelly Wadsworth  541-643-7113 queenkellybee@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Gynn Deaton      541-839-4501  gynnde@gmail.com 
Membership: Sharon Thompson          541-430-5898 
 mamabear3506@centurytel.net 
Kitchen Mgr: Sandy Harter     541-340-3430      sandharter@gmail.com
Sound Person: Jim Leininger       714-852-8144 leinfam@earthlink.net 
Reporter/Publicist: Joe Ross       541-673-9759 rossjoe@hotmail.com 

Fourteen members attended our January 25 meeting. 
Our bank account has $6500. We’ve been playing a lot 
of gigs. Sutherlin Grange Hall may be unavailable in the 
future. New location ideas were discussed. Sandy Har-
ter needs a break from the kitchen. Funds ($160) were 
approved for the Musical Petting Zoo at the Summer 
Arts Fest on June 26-28. Jude has also applied for us to 

play on the family stage there. Work is underway 
for the State Convention on May 21-23 in Rose-
burg. Each district is providing people to help. Jim 
Kuether will make a rough schedule. Food, activi-
ties, workshops, and jamming were all discussed. 
If you can help, please contact Jude Stensland. 
District 10 will make donations to the Convention 
($1000), Willamette Valley Fiddle Contest ($300), 
State Fiddle Contest ($500), Douglas County 
Youth Orchestra ($200) and Umpqua Valley Youth 
Orchestra ($200). At the jam that followed, we had 
several guests from District 6 including Meg Graf, 
Donna and Dale Wynn, Wayne and Annie Carter. 
Thanks for coming!

On Wed, July 15 we’ve been asked to host a “Musical 
Petting Zoo” at the Canyonville Farmer’s Market from 
10:30 am – 1:30 pm. We’ll demonstrate various instru-
ments and give people a quick lesson or some simple 

hands-on experience playing along. Folks 
from other districts are welcome.

In March, we celebrate birthdays of Jean 
Hanson (March 1), Juanita Poelstra (March 
10), Frank Moore (March 10) and Gene 
Hodson (March 24). Jim and Joyce Kuether 
celebrate their Anniversary on March 10. 
We miss everyone who hasn’t come for 
awhile. Please come out and join us. May 
the luck of the Irish be with you!

~ Joe Ross, District 10 Reporter

Eleven musicians, (twelve, when you have little Sadie 
singing Old MacDonald/Bingo beautifully into the mic) 
attended our Sunday, February 9th Potluck and Jam, plus 
a great bunch of listeners.

We didn’t get our John Day contingent on the 9th, but they 
are hosting their own Sunday Potluck and Jam the third 
Sunday of the month in Prairie City at the Senior Center.

We have been invited to play for several community 
events in the coming months. Our next Potluck and Jam 
will be March 8th. Hope to see everyone return and bring 
your friends and your instrument.

For those who like to plan 
ahead, the dates for the High 
Desert Jamboree are June 
18,19, and 20 at the Harney 
County Fair Grounds, with 
District Nine hosting.

Be sure to be wearin’ the 
green on St. Patty’s Day and 
enjoy the day! 

Be certain to call one of 
the officers for the home 
or facility that the Friday 
Night Jams are held in. We 
always welcome newcomers, card players, clappers and 
especially the regular musicians. We start at 7:00 pm. 
~ Marianne Andrews, District 9 Reporter

Hal Thompson continued from front page

I turned semi-pro in 1952 when I started getting paid for playing, and 
played for money until I retired in 1985 when my last band broke up. 
I came out of retirement to do two shows with Ferlin Husky in 1989 
and retired again. I didn’t pick up the guitar for about 19 years, when I 
joined OOTFA at the January meeting in Roseburg and, like Gene Autry, 
was ‘Back In The Saddle Again’, thoroughly enjoying playing again.

The music and, especially, the people, brought my life back on track.

God Bless OOTFA!    ~ Hal



March 21 Oregon State Fiddle Contest
  Chemeketa Community College in Salem
March 27-28 Brookings Jamboree 
  Chetco Grange in Brookings
Apr. 30-May 3 Silver Lake Campout
  Silver Lake Rural Fire District
May 21-23 OOTFA Convention and Board Meeting 
  Douglas County Fairgrounds in Roseburg
June 18-20 Country Music Jamboree
  Harney County Fairgrounds in Burns
June 22-27 National Fiddle Contest in Weiser, Idaho
  Oregon State Host!      Perks!
July 20-23 West Cascades Fiddle Camp & Workshops 
  Emerald Christian Academy in Pleasant Hill
July 31 Willamette Valley Fiddle Contest
  Benton County Fairgrounds in Corvallis
August 13-16 Winchester Bay Campout
  Winchester Bay Community Center
Sep. 17-19 Central Oregon Country Music Gathering
  Crook County Fairgrounds in Prineville

Visit the OOTFA Website for forms and other 
current information:   ootfa.org

S T ETA

Your Name
Here

Oregon Oldtime Fiddlers’ Association Official Website for State
OOTFA Facebook Facebook Site
Oregon State Fiddle Contest Official Contest Rules

Oregon State Fiddle Contest Chemeketa CC Directions
National Fiddle Contest Weiser, Idaho, June 22-27, 2020
West Cascades Fiddle Camp & Workshop Pleasant Hill, July 20 -23
District 3 Website Central Oregon, Bend, Redmond, The Dalles
District 4 Website Grants Pass, Medford, Ashland
District 6 Fiddle Tunes Alphabetical listing of Fiddle Tune Sheet Music
District 7 Website Portland, Northern Coast Area
Hoedowner Archive    Since 1967       Join OOTFA! Registration Form
Tune of the Month Archive
February’s Tune of the Month         “Rocky Road to Jordan”
Hammer & String        Jam in Virginia                Dwight Lamb

This Website Index is a new addition to 
The Hoedowner email edition. Feel free to contact 

me if you would like to add an appropriate 
website to the list or have suggestions.

~ Robin       qat_boy@msn.com

http://www.ootfa.org/pdf/OregonStateFiddleContest.pdf
http://www.ootfa.org/pdf/Brookings2020Info.pdf
https://www.fiddlecontest.org/
http://www.ootfa.org/pdf/2020HostDuties.pdf
http://www.ootfa.org/pdf/2020HostPerks.pdf
https://fiddlecamp.org/
http://www.ootfa.org/WB2020.html
http://www.ootfa.org/
http://www.ootfa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ootfa/
http://ootfa.org/pdf/ContestRules.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chemeketa+Community+College/@44.9794447,-122.978655,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xc262d3b296826b31?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiQyaWsi8jmAhWeGTQIHcOfDBYQ_BIwFHoECCAQCA
https://www.fiddlecontest.org/
https://fiddlecamp.org/
http://centraloregonfiddlers.com/
http://www.ootfa4.org/
http://www.ootfa.org/District6/TuneSelector.html
http://ootfa.org/District7.html
http://www.ootfa.org/Hoedowner.html
http://www.ootfa.org/pdf/MembershipForm.pdf
http://ootfa.org/totm.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whcQygOnZDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DB5nj4wzOtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biV3_u7RB3U

