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Greetings my fiddlin' friends. What a 
pleasure it was to see so many of you 
at the fiddle contest and the 
convention. I want to thank you, you 
personally, for the contribution that 
you have made to make my life more 
fulfilling. You may not think about how 
much a friendly nod or" how you doin' 
" means. Or how good it feels to be 
asked to sit in with a group jamming. 
It's good stuff!!. Keep it up. 
 
Although attendance was down both 
the contest and the convention were 
both financially and emotionally 
successful. There is no way to 
measure the value of the efforts of 
districts 8 and 7 and their work of 
putting on these events. 
 
I hesitate to try to give credit to all of 
the individuals who make these 
things work!! 
Lew Holt, Fred Hardin, Les Tucker, 
The district people who worked in the 
kitchen and furnished food for the 
convention. Those like Scott Phillips, 
Everett Costa, Katherine of the 
camera, at the fiddle contest. The 
fiddle instructors, the clean up crews 
like the Bigelows who are always 
there to lend a hand. It goes on and 
on and on!!! 
 
 I was especially privileged to 
announce at the banquet the 

selection of Jeff Walters for the Bill 
Yohey award, long over due in my 
assessment, and the distinguished 
service awards to Rusty Modrell 
and Ruel Teague. 

A Nonprofit Organization Article II: “Purpose – To perpetuate and promote Old-time 
fiddling and Old-time music. To encourage everyone, especially young people, to play 
the fiddle and appreciate Old-time Fiddling and Old-time Music. To provide regular 
times and places to meet to play this kind of music”. 
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We also have a new slate of officers for 
the coming term. For President, Hal 
Weiner. For Vice president, Larry 
Gallagher. For Secretary Treasurer, 
Sharon Thompson. I hope that you will 
give them your full support. 
 
Don't miss all of the good stuff coming 
up!! Silver Lake, High Desert 
Jamboree, Fiddle Camp, Winchester 
Bay and Merrill.  Running out of 
space!! Love you all.    Jack 
  
Jack 

Greetings From your President 

Bob Ervin reminds us that the annual 
OOTFA  fiddle camp at Thousand 
Trails will run from August 11-14 this 
year, with a nice roster of instructors: 
Donna Forman, Judy McGarvey and 
Irene Ruddock on  fiddle, and Jerry 
Ruddock on guitar, with both beginner 
and intermediate instruction.  The all-
in cost is $60.  To register, send a 
check to Bob at 6189 NE Wainwright 
Rd., Prineville, OR 97754,  or call him 
at 541.447.5451. 
 
  
Joe 

From the Editor :   
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There won't be any news this 
month except that there will be no 
1E jam previously scheduled for 
May 1. We will all be gone to Sil-
ver Lake. Happy Birthday to Rha-
yanna McLain and her mom, 
Mary Ann McLain on the 
5th.  That's all folks. See you 
there.No joke.   
 
Eileen McLain,  
District 1E Reporter. 

 

 
 

Chairman: Larry McLain 541-947-2448 
Vice-Chair: Bev Perry 541-947-2334 
Sec.-Treasurer.: Sharilyn McLain 541- 947-4623 
Reporter: Eileen McLain 

District 1E 

 
 

Chairman – John Northcraft 541-723-5421 
Cochairman: Marlon Jannuzzi 541-850-2387 
Secretary/Treasurer/ Membership  Bud Ullman: 541-883-2932 
Reporter:  Johnny Rodgers 541.591.2004 
 
May 
 
 Practice Every Sat. 1:30 to 4:00 Luther Square, unless some-
thing else is going on. 

 
2    Meeting, Jam, Potluck Shasta Cty Center    12 -4 p.m. 
4    Gig   Plum Ridge  10:30 -11:30 a.m. 
4    Gig   Crystal Terrace  12:30 - 1:30 p.m. 
8     Gig   Veterans Park (National Bird Day)   
 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
9    Senior Dance (finger food) Shasta Community Center  
 12 - to 4 p.m. 
20  Gig   Shasta View  1 - 2 p.m. 
20    Gig   Linkville House  3 - 4 p.m. 

District 1 

We had a gig at the Ross 
Ragland Theater Sunday. March 
28; it was for a food drive. They 
had soup for everybody, and spe-
cial bowls that you got to keep 
after you ate. They looked like 
home made bowls, was a pretty 
good idea.  We had a good turn 
out; thanks to everyone for show-
ing up. 
 
On the following day Monday, 
March 29t,  Irene Ruddock was 
hospitalized for hip surgery.  She 
was released April 1;  we wish 
you a speedy recovery, Irene.  I 
suppose everyone has heard the 
Diamond Lake Campout for this 
year has been canceled, seems 
that the lodge at the lake sched-
uled something else for the hall 
that weekend.   I know it was a 
big disappointment to District 
One, and to all that have at-

tended in the past years. 
 
The Silver Lake Campout will be 
coming up toward the end of this 
month, April 29 - May 2. We will 
sure be looking forward to seeing 
old friends there. 
 
Then come June 16 -20.  most 
everybody will be headed to Burns 
for the Jamboree. 
The convention at Rickreall is now 
over, they say the turnout was 
down a bit from last year.  None-
theless we sure had a great time. 
The weather was a little damp and 
cool, but jamming circles were 
everywhere. The program on Fri-
day night was great, amazing 
amount of talent.  Them young 
ones were outstanding. I hope all 
had a safe trip home, and a safe 
trip to Silver Lake, which will be 
coming up real soon.  Wife tells 

me that Linda Easely will be hav-
ing knee surgery soon; we wish 
you a speedy recovery.  Sorry you 
won’t be able to make Silver Lake; 
your talent will be missed.  I was 
looking forward to your hat special, 
which has always been one of my 
favorites.  I still remember the pen-
nies from heaven one that you did 
a few years ago.  Another thing, 
John Renfro, there aren’t as many 
quite places to hide, so I will find 
you -- love watching you play that 
guitar. 
 
Got a bunch of folks for birthdays: 
Lu Wells, Lois Tucker, Cherie 
Lane, Darleth Rodgers, Sheila Fry, 
Jake Swartwood, Phil Fulbright, 
Jackie Schmoe,  Have a good 
one. 
 
Anniversaries this month are:  
Thelma Nelson, John and Patti 
Northcraft.  I would like to say spe-
cial congratulations to Fay and 
Isom for it is their 71st 
 
Johnny Rodgers,  
District 1 Reporter 
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Our April meeting at Roxy Ann 
Grange was full of music and 
dancing. Hooray! We reelected our 
officers for another year. Thanks 
guys and gals for your service dur-
ing the past year. 
 
It is with great sorrow that we let 
you know about the loss of two of 
our long-time members. Artie 
Hammond, the little lady with the 
big smile who did our sign-ups for 
jams and was a darn good dance 
partner, and Dean Allen, one of 
our beloved dulcimer players who 
always enjoyed the wonderful mu-
sic, passed away this month. They 
were faithful members who will be 
greatly missed and fondly remem-
bered.   
 
Hey! -- Lola Williams and Delsa 
Corder, your illness license has 
expired: Report back to health im-

mediately! Good to see you both 
feeling better. 
 
We now have some donated fiddles 
and are hoping to put them in small 
fiddle-hands-to-be. 
The beginning fiddle class is making 
real progress, well worth the time, 
with no cost to the organization . . . 
and. . . they are all having fun!  We 
continue to add new musicians from 
Everett Costa's Grants Pass "Fiddle 
Northwest" group. Both groups are 
bringing new families into the district. 
 
Scholarships are available to mem-
bers for the state fiddle camp at 
Thousand Trails in August. Applica-
tions must be made through the dis-
trict staff. Classes are available for 
beginning fiddle, intermediate fiddle 
(two levels), guitar, and mandolin.  
 
We have cancelled our regular gigs 

 
 

Chairman: Scott Phillips      541-899-7139 
jmp@grrtech.com                   
Co-chair: Cathy Frutchey     541-734-2023 
cathyfrutchey@hotmail.com 
Secretary: Cindy McDonald   541-899-2838 bin-
cinka@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Carol Ferrara  541-826-8270   
Membership: Libby and Al DeWees    541-899-0235 

Reporter: Judy Garvey    jmcgarvey97@charter.net 
Website: www.OOTFA4.org (Check us out!) 
 
 
May 
1      Gig Woods House, Eagle Point 
 
June 
5 Jam Fruitdale Grange, Grants Pass 

District 4 

 
 

Chairman:  Ron Odegard   541-447-7395 
Vice Chair:  Fred Dulley  541-482-4272 
Sec/Treasurer:  Earlene Ervin 541-447-5451  

Membership: Earlene Ervin,  541-447-5451 
Reporter: Ron Odegard 
 
May 
2 Jam  Pine Forest Grange, Bend 

District 3 

 Our monthly jam on April 
4th was a huge success even 
though we had a conflict with 
Easter. Prior to the jam we had 
about an hour of fiddle and gui-
tar instruction for young peo-
ple.  Roland White and other 
adults were doing the teaching. 
 At the start of our pro-
gram, we had the young stu-
dents perform a couple of tunes. 
We picked up a new member, 
Alice Bernard, and she played 

the piano during the jam.  In atten-
dance were a couple from Hawaii, 
Judy and Don Moody. 
 On March 31st several play-
ers from our District performed at 
an assisted living facility, Brookside 
Place, in Redmond. There was  a 
good turnout there and it was a very 
good jam. 
 Roland White along with 
Bob and Earlene Ervin are at the 
state convention this week. We are 
anxiously waiting for their report. 

 The position of secretary/
treasurer is still not filled for the 
coming year.  It does not have to 
be a female, guys! 
 Our next scheduled jam will 
be at the Pine Forest Grange in 
Bend on May 2nd. 
                                                         
                                                         
Ron Odegard,  
District 3 Reporter 
 

for August -- and will do special 
ones occasionally. 
At the State Contest our own Scott 
Phillips served admirably as the 
"microphone fairy" (per Chuck 
Gates), and Everett Costa worked 
tirelessly learning the ropes from 
Dick as "contestant wrangler" or 
"wrangler-in- training" (a WIT?). 
Both represented our district well.  
Many of our district members at-
tended the convention, and all re-
ports were that a great time was 
had by all! 
 
Some musical definitions: clef: 
something to jump from before the 
banjo solo; bass clef: where you 
wind up if you do jump; and metro-
nome: a city-dwelling dwarf.  
  
Judy McGarvey,  
District 4 Reporter    
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 The featured musician for 
April was harmonica player, Pat 
Weyer, from Hauser. As a boy he 
wanted to play bagpipes but his 
grandmother told him a real gen-
tleman was one who knew how but 
didn't, so he chose the harmonica, 
the only wind instrument allowed in 
the Old Time Fiddlers, and has 
become very proficient at playing 
it.  
 Harmonicas originated in 
China with bamboo reeds and 
were improved by the Germans 
with brass reeds and today are 
produced and played throughout 
the world in all sorts of venues. Pat 
says that playing or listening to 

there. 
  The state convention was 
attended by 21 members from Dis-
trict 5. and was enjoyed by all of 
them; two returned home as new 
state officers. These are Hal 
Weiner, who will serve his second 
term as president, and Larry Galla-
gher who is the new vice presi-
dent. The new secretary is Sharon 
Thompson, from District 10, who 
often attends our jams with her 
husband, Hal. Congratulations to 
all of them. Hal and Karen Weiner 
also returned home with an 
unbelievable load of items from the 
auction---enough to start their own 

(Continued on page 5) 

 
 

Chairman: Ruth Weyer 541-759-3419 
Co-Chair: Pat Casey 541-756-0659 
Secretary: Jolly Hibbits 541-347-2229 
Treasurer: Mapril Combs 541-572-5532 
Membership: Ruth Weyer 541-759-3419 
Reporter: Mary A. Weist   541-271-2463  mweist@charter.net 
 
 

May 
5  gig   Oerdings, Coquille   1:20 p.m. 
5      gig    Myrtle Point Care Center  3 p.m. 
8   jam   Brookings   12 noon to 3 p.m. 
12   gig    Baycrest Memory Care, Empire   1:30 p.m. 
12     gig    Ocean Crest, Coos Bay  3 p.m. 
15   jam   Monthly jam, Winchester Bay 1 p.m. 
19   gig    Heritage Place, Bandon    1 p.m. 
26   gig    Life Care Center, Coos Bay  1:30 p.m. 
26    gig    Hearthside, Coos Bay  3 pm. 

District 5 

harmonicas, or any musical instru-
ment, releases endorphins and do-
pamine which make one feel good 
even though, as a beginner, he was 
told by some one in the audience 
that he should go on stage---the first 
stage out of town. 
 The May featured performer 
at the Winchester Bay jam will be 
Bob Sackville-West, fiddler from 
Coos Bay.  At the Brookings jam, on 
May 8, George Layton, auto harpist 
from Crescent City, CA, will be fea-
tured. For those of you planning to 
attend the Brookings jam, the 
Grange hall is on the right at the first 
light after you cross the Chetco 
River bridge. Hope to see you all 

 The Lebanon Moose Jam 
and Lunch is coming up Sunday 
May 2, 10:30 a.m. -4 p.m. Lunch will 
be provided by the Moose. Direc-
tions: From 1-5 take exit 228 (Hwy 
34) toward Lebanon. Go through 
Lebanon toward Sweet Home. The 
Moose Lodge is on the right. Mark 
your calendars for the June 12  
meeting, jam and potluck at Spencer 
Creek Grange. 
  Don Loring, a friend to many 
and who will be greatly missed, 
passed away on April 11th. Don and 
his wife Ruth were among the origi-

(Continued on page 5) 

pating and doing so well in the 
recent fiddle contest in Salem: 
Tatiana Hargreaves, Ila Mae Car-
mickle, Willie Carter, Jerry Parks, 
John Gent, Serita Sulzman, Tory 
Tomlinson, Maya Greydanus, 
Cooper Barnes and Marley 
DeBrito. 
 It was great to see Les 
Tucker and Tim Moynahan from 
District 8 at our monthly jam at 
Long Tom Grange, April 17th.  
We were also delighted to have 
Richard and Frieda Colman, of 
Greenback, Tennessee, visit us at 
this jam. 

 The State Convention in 
Rickreall April 7-10 was a great 
success. We are grateful to District 
7 and District 8 for their splendid 
job they did hosting the conven-
tion. Ila Mae Carmickle was very 
touched when she was given the 
“Homer McLain” Award for out-
standing service to OOTFA. As a 
beginning fiddle student of hers I 
really appreciate all the time and 
energy Ila Mae has put into her 
fiddle classes.  18 of her fiddle stu-
dents attended the convention. 
  Congratulations to the fol-
lowing District 6 fiddlers for partici-

 
 

Chairman: Darla Knudsen 541-998-2064 
Co-Chair: Ken Luse 541-485-1077 
Secretary/Treasurer: Bernie Roberts 541-689-5764 
Membership: Mark Ratzlaff, 25701 Cochran Court, Veneta, OR 
97487 
              541-935-8506 
Reporter: Lynne Baran 541-343-3885, lynnebaran@yahoo.com 

May 
 2  Jam and Lunch   Lebanon Moose  
 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
June  
12  Meeting, Jam and Potluck Spencer Creek Grange
 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
  

District 6 
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gift shop! 
 The new officers, elected 
last month, for District.5 are Pat 
Weyer, chairman; Ruth Weyer, co-
chairman with Jolly Hibbits and 
Mapril Combs both remaining as 
secretary and treasurer, respec-
tively. The group also voted to do-
nate $300 to the state fiddle con-
test. 

  
It was nice to see one of Bob Shaf-
far's beginning fiddle students, 
Linda Eickhoff, playing on stage at 
the April jam. Good job, Linda. 
Hope to see you, and some of the 
other beginners, back up there 
again soon. Another new member 
and student in the class is Julie 
Turner from Bandon. 
  
Several District 5 members will be 
attending the Silver Lake campout 

on April 29 through May 1.This is 
reported to always be a fun experi-
ence even when they occasionally 
have snow. 
  
Let us be grateful to people who 
make us happy: they are the 
charming gardeners who make our 
souls blossom. 
   
Mary A. Weist, District 5 Reporter   

(Continued from page 4) 

District 5 cont. 

nal members of OOTFA in 
the 60’s.  
 The Old Time Oregon Fiddlers Association 
has a variety of members, not just fiddlers. What 
would we do without those who sing or play guitar, 
banjo, bass, piano, accordion, mandolin, and harmon-
ica? All are very welcome at District 6 jams. 
 Looking ahead, be sure to save Thursday, Au-
gust 19 for our annual appearance at the Lane 

County Fair. 
  Birthdays: Annie Carter 5/5, Cooper Barnes 
5/13, Jackie Parsons 5/19, Marcella Lenninger 5/23, 
Jan Simmons 5/29 and Lynn Nelson. 
  Anniversaries: Norm and Irene Oleman 5/16, 
Gary and Lynne Baran 5/17, Zane and Phyllis Coffin 
5/18, and a Happy 60th to Andy and Ruth Kennedy 
5/6. 
  Happy Spring   
Lynne Baran,  District 6 Reporter 

(Continued from page 4) District 6 cont. 

 
 

Chairman:  Randy Yearout  971-998-8227 
Co-Chair:   Donna Foreman  503-630-3577 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Ron Zabudsky  503-630-7499 
Membership:  Myrtle Arnold, 2941 SE Lewellyn Ave. 
                    Troutdale, OR 97060 503-666-3529 
Reporter:  Gail Foster 503-977-1665 Fosterge@msn.com 
Scheduler: Ron Zabudsky,  503-630-7499  

May 
April 30 - May 2   Hood River Fiddle Contest Hood River 
16         Monthly Jam Sandy Senior Center            1-4 p.m. 
28         Gig Tanner Springs, West Linn       3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
June 
 5             St. Helens Historical Society                   St. Helens 
  

District 7 

 May is a light month for 
jams but these dates follow a 
heavy schedule for late April. 
The State Convention at Rickre-
all was very well attended; it was 
wonderful to hear so many 
young people performing so 
well. The Columbia River Fiddle 
Contest starts April 30 and goes 
through May 2 in Hood River, a 
wonderful scenic spot on the Co-
lumbia River.  
 Sunday, May 16th is our 
monthly District 7 jam at the 
Sandy Senior Center, from 1 – 4 
p.m.. More details to follow. 
 Friday, May 28th we are 
scheduled to play for the folks at 
Tanner Springs, 23000 Horizon 

Drive in West Linn from 3:30 to 
4:30 pm. 
 Saturday, June 5 we’re in-
vited to play at the St. Helens His-
torical Society in the  Columbia 
View Park Gazebo in the Olde 
Towne Riverfront Area in St. Hel-
ens from 1:00 - 2:30 pm. This 
event is a part of the St. Helens 
history celebration. 
 Sunday, June 6 is our 
monthly jam at the Estacada Com-
munity Center, 200 SW Club 
House Dr. in Estacada, from 1 to 4 
pm. 
 Jeanine Orme is offering 
four mini camps this summer for 
violin students. The camps will be 
taught by her at her Beaverton 

music studio. The instruction in-
cludes a book/CD and snacks. 
For more information contact her 
directly or go to http:/ /
www.fiddlinworkshop.com 
  
Gail Foster,  
District 7  Reporter 
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 Spring has definitely sprung 
- though winter didn’t seem in any 
hurry to go. We have lots of bright 
tulips blooming in our yard. 
 Many District 8 fiddlers 
played in the OOTFA Contest in 
March.: 
ISenior-Senior Division: Jim Hock-
enhull placed 1st, Les Tucker 2nd. 
Adult Division: Dave Emmenegger 
4th.  
Young Adult: Amy Booher 1st.  
Junior: Trevor Whitaker 2nd, 
Melissa Whitaker 3rd.  
Twin Fiddle:Trevor and Melissa 
placed 3rd.  
Accompanist Division: Les Tucker 
placed 2nd.  
 District 8ers who competed, 
but didn’t make the cut, were: Dar-
lene Bryant, Alice Holt, Dale 
Colebank, Lew Holt and Dale Em-
ery. 
 The convention - oh what 
fun! Four days of fiddling, visiting, 
eating,  admiring raffle prizes to be 
won, workshops to attend, sign up 

jams, and circle jams. It’s such fun 
to see members from all around the 
state, visit with friends and make 
new friends .The Friday night show 
was very well attended by the pub-
lic. The banquet dinner, ably pre-
pared by local Dallas culinary class 
was superb.  Our hats off to all of 
those in Districts 7 and 8 who 
brought food on Wednesday to the 
convention to feed the gang all day. 
And many thanks especially to Dar-
lene Bryant and her crew who 
worked so faithfully checking the 
food all day and who saw that the 
kitchen was left clean.  We want to 
thank Dale Emery, Gene Stephen-
son and Phil Ringle for their dona-
tions to the raffle at the convention. 
Dale's fiddles took in $700 -- do-
nated to the state. Phil's fiddle took 
in $75 for our scholarship fund, 
along with the $25 Gene donated to 
the scholarship fund. Thanks to you 
all. 
 Our only event for May is 
our annual gig at the Civic Center in 

Dallas. The address is: 955 SE 
Jefferson. Going through down 
town, turn left at the last traffic 
light, go one block, turn left and it’s 
on your left. Come and enjoy the 
day. We can get in about 11:30 
and the sign up jam starts at 1 PM. 
 June 2nd, Wednesday, 
we’re invited to play for the Dallas 
Retirement Village outdoor event. 
We’ll play from 12:15 to 1:15. The 
address is 310 W. Ellendale in 
Dallas.  
 
Saturday, June 5th is the date for 
our district 8 picnic. Once again 
we’ll be at Hardin’s in Dallas. Ad-
dress: 712 NW Ashley St. Bring a 
potluck dish and your instruments. 
 
As you can see by the calendar at 
the top, we have a busy summer 
schedule. More information on 
these in future Hoedowners. 
 
Alice Holt, District 8 Reporter 

 
Chairman: Lew Holt 503-391-5377      lewholt@aol.com 
Co-Chair: Darlene Bryant 503-362-0172     jdbryant@wvi.com 
Secretary: Marie Cunningham     raymar@gotsky.com 
Treasurer: Wally Case 503-678-5548     CaseWB@centurytel.net 
Membership: Wally Case, 12222 Fry Road NE, Aurora, OR 
97002   

May 
15  Senior Center          Dallas 
June 
2 Outdoor Event    Dallas 
5       District 8 picnic        Hardin’s in Dallas 
26 Saturday Market    Salem 
27      Strawberry Social       Aurora 

District 8 

 
 

Chairperson and Membership: Jo Barnes 541-459-4522, 255 
Raintree Avenue, Sutherlin, OR 97479 
Co-Chair: Jean Hanson  541-672-6929 
Secretary: Barbara Sullivan 541-673-8981 
Treasurer:  Gwyn  Deaton 541-839-4501 

Reporter: Joyce Pickett  541-643-2995  fiddler-
joyce@hotmail.com 
 
May 
8      Meeting, Jam, and Potluck VFW Hall, Roseburg 
   11 a.m. 
 

District 10 

We went up to the convention Fri-
day for the day, and  went to the 
local jam here Saturday --there 
were very few for the potluck, being 
we couldn't use the kitchen, but if 
someone wants to bring a hot dish 
in a crock-pot, there are plug-ins 
they can use.  We did have nine 
players, and hardly 
anyone in the audience, but we still 
had fun. 

  
Hope all those that are under the 
weather will be better soon. 
  
Happy Birthday to all that had them 
this month, and Happy Anniversary 
too. 
  
Not much news, but we WILL be 
having a MEETING May 8th at 11 
a.m., potluck at noon, and jam at 1 

p.m., at the VFW hall at 1127 NE 
Walnut St., Roseburg. Hope to see 
you all at the meeting and jam. 
 
Have a good month. 
  
Joyce Pickett, District 10 Reporter 
. 
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Chair: Dona Townsend  541-573-2270 
Co.Chair   Walt Cooper 541-573-3417 
Sec./Treas./Membership:George Sahlberg 541-573-6517 
Reporter:  Julia Millison, kb7sih_juju@yahoo.com 

 District 9 

----As everyone knows, State 
Convention was this month. Our 
Janet Braymen attended in place 
of our chairperson because Dona 
and Dennis Townsend went to the 
Alaska Folk Festival and per-
formed on stage over that week-
end. Seems like everything was 
happening on the same weekend 
for District 9. The Bird Festival 
here in Burns also was that week-
end. Our group was torn in all dif-
ferent directions, as Joan Suther 
leads birding tours during the fes-

tival. 
 
We did have our usual Friday 
night Jams. Dona and Dennis 
hosted the first weekend of April. 
Then Helen and John the 9th. 
We played at the Aspens Nurs-
ing home on the 16th. There was 
a large group of Fiddlers there 
and the residents of the nursing 
home appreciated our music. 
We are still in the process of 
planning for the Jamboree. It is 
the 20th Anniversary of Jambo-

ree here in Burns and we have 
some special treats for those of 
you who plan to attend. Mark 
your calendars for June 17, 18, 
and 19th. 
 
Julia Milleson is still convalesc-
ing and staying with her son in 
Milton-Freewater. We are all 
sending our prayers that she 
gets well soon. 
  
Dona Townsend,   
acting District 9 Reporter 

It has been like a 
whirlwind the last cou-
ple of months around 

here. But maybe now with the 2010 contest and conven-
tion as history, maybe things will slow down a bit.  In 
March the contest went off for the most part with out a 
hitch. I have dedicated this month's Jr Hoedowner to 
those young people who entered the contest.  I thought 
maybe you might enjoy knowing their names, where 
they are from and the tunes they played. I had to leave 
off their back up because of space. Our hats are off to 
those young contestants. They practiced many hours 
preparing for the contest, often having to get up early to 
get to Salem and often getting home late at night. Hats 
off to their parents, too, who gave of their time, money 
and energy to make it possible for the young people to 
enter the contest. And thanks a million to all of the vol-
unteers who worked before and during the contest. 
What a great bunch of people.  
 With great pride I want to share that 14 year old 
Tatiana Hargreaves is our state champion. What a great 
fiddler that young lady is.  And I must not forget to say 
that our contest broke even this year because of contri-
butions from the districts, from individuals, contributions 
from the community and the paying public. Thanks to all 
of you. 
 The convention is still fresh in my memory. More 
hats off to Fred Hardin for taking care of the banquet 
arrangements, Les Tucker for donating his time and en-
ergy furnishing the PA system, for Fred Hardin and 
Chuck Gates emceeing our shows. The casual observer 
can't image the work that was done - the gang setting up 
the stage and taking it down, Rhea and her helpers set-
ting up the banquet tables, and a very big thanks to all 

who helped clean up after the dance Saturday night. 
Words cannot express how much all of you were appre-
ciated. You were a team beyond description. I heard 
many nice comments about our Thursday night show 
and was very happy with our Friday night show. Weren't 
the young fiddlers great - wow!! Friday night we had 269 
paid people in the audience besides the many mem-
bers. Only a few seats were available in the bleachers - 
“the house was full!!” 
 I sent the following OOTFA update on April 12th 
to those with e-mail:  Last Tuesday I received a letter 
from Don Loring's daughter that Don had items that be-
longed to Ruth that he wanted to donate to the fiddlers. 
So Alice and I drove to Albany to pick up the items and 
to visit with Don -- knowing that he was not well. We had 
a great visit and I brought home a back seat full of musi-
cal instruments and little items that belong to Ruth. They 
went well at the raffle and very, very well at the instru-
ment table -- taking in close to a thousand dollars -- all a 
donation to OOTFA. 
 Last evening I received another letter from his 
daughter simply saying, "Just wanted to let you know 
that Dad passed away this morning." 
 As we visited with Don he told us that he was 
ready, knowing that he was ill. Ruth's and his passing 
ends another era of the history of OOTFA. This was the 
first year that they did not attend our convention. They 
attended the very first one back in the late 60s; their last 
one was 2009. Both great back up and great people. 
 If I promised you DVDs of the convention and 
you haven't received them, please let me know. 
 
Lew 

From the Editor Emeritus:  
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State Calendar 
 

April 7-10     State Convention   Rickreall 
April 30-May 2  Colombia Gorge Fiddle Contest Hood River 
June 17-19    High Desert Jamboree                         Harney County Fairgrounds, Burns 
August 14  Bob Huffman’s 90th   Sandy 
August 11-14  Fiddle Camp    Thousand Trails 
August 19-21  Winchester Bay Jam    Winchester Bay  

Address Service Requested  

These name tags are yellow with blue trim with the 
OOTFA emblem and district number.  The name tags 
with pins are $8.00 and those with a magnetic back are 
$9.00 mailed.  Please send a check to , Earlene Ervin 
made out to her. 

6189 NE Wainwright Road Prineville, OR 97754  

Your Name 
Here 

New Members to Welcome: 
Bette Ballard, Burns 
Darlene Ryan, Corvallis 
Judy & Maya Greydanus, Corvallis 
Mark & Catherine Leavitt, Redmond 
Alice Bernard, Bend 
Alberta Gilbert, Oakridge 
Dale Imbleau & Nancy Stites, Portland 
Sylvia Chapman, Grants Pass 
Janice Roderick, Tumwater, WA 
Truman & Suzi Price, Monmouth 
Roy & Bette Martin, Lebanon 
 
Mark Ratzlaff,  OOTFA State Membership 


