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Oregon State Fiddle Contest     Chemeketa Community College in Salem.

Brookings Jamboree, Chetco Grange

OOTFA Convention, Polk County Fairgrounds in Rickreall.  
State Membership and Board Meeting

Silver Lake Campout - Fire Hall at Silver Lake, Oregon

High Desert Jamboree, Harney County Fairgrounds in Burns  
State Board Meeting

Fiddle Camp.  East Linn Christian Academy.  Lebanon

Willamette Valley Fiddle Contest, Benton County Fair, Corvallis

Winchester Bay Campout

Central Oregon Country Music Gathering. Prineville

State Calendar for 2019
March 16

March 22-23

April 10-13

May 1-5

June 13-15

July 22-25

August 2 (Friday)

August 15-17

September 12-14

OOTFA PRESIDENT SCOTT PHILLIP’S REPORT

years, procedures have been refined so 
that it all happens on Saturday.  A long 
Saturday!

I tell you this so that you can understand 
some of my enthusiasm for the contest.  I 
encourage you to put it on your schedule 
for March 16 and come and enjoy the 
music, the people, help support OOTFA 
and the contestants that have worked 
so hard to put on a good show.  This is 
a great chance for fiddlers to strut their 
stuff.  And if you like this one, check 
the calendar or at OOTFA.org for other 
contests through the year.

April is officer election time... your chance 
to step up and serve.

~Scott, President

LIVE FROM FRENCH GULCH!
Close to twenty years ago, I was told to 
talk to the principal.  Normally for me, 
that meant I was in trouble.  Well, this 
time the principal was Lew Holt (retired).  
I asked what I could do to help, and he 
fixed me up.  Thus began my love affair 
(it is February) with the Oregon State 
Fiddle Contest.  I have made most of 
them since and look forward to all of 
the next ones.  Lew put me back stage 
to get the contestants from the ‘green 
room’, through the curtain and on stage 
on time.  Back then it was at Chemeketa 
Community College in the gym next to 
the Blue Moon Cafe.  Now it is in Bldg. 
6 on campus.  A much better venue; 
proper seating, nice stage, good lighting, 
and good sound.  It used to be Friday 
night and all day Saturday.  Over the 

Wes Brown Roseburg
Deborah Graf Eugene
Margaret Graf Eugene
Torrey Johnson Eugene
Connie and Mark Jubitz The Dalles
Lynn Mims Burns

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!
Anne Rasch Corvallis
Roman, Shannon, Ayranna, 
Saxon, Gretchen, Zane 
and Finley  Ropp Lebanon
Curtis Schaefer Rogue River
Don Sears Portland 
Joel Woods Elmira

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YOUR 2019 OOTFA DUES, 
THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST HOEDOWNER.
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FROM THE EDITOR EMERITUS  
We will soon be entering an exciting and very busy time of our 
year with our state quarterly meeting, state convention, state 
contest, fiddle camp, and campouts, as well as regular district 
jams. All of these things happen because of people – some 
fiddlers – some backup and some just “good members.” Just 
as we have many members today, we should not forget those 
who have been our members in time gone by. Looking back 
at those who signed in at our 1981 convention in Roseburg, 
I only recognized a few names that are current members 
today.  Rosa Lee McLain, Guy Kinman, Keith & Abbie Shaffar, 
John Melnichuck and I believe Penny Mead was a member at 
that time, too. Reading down the names of the members in 
an old roster is a trip down memory lane for some of us. Many 
members were very close friends, and sadly lots of those on the 
list have passed on.

 I will have a stack of booklets at the display table at our 
state convention in April and at our January 19th meeting in 
Lebanon. Hopefully, I will soon have them on the web so I can 
share them with you. Or perhaps if you wanted any of them 
on CDs, I could cause that to happen. Jackie Germundson’s 

200 pictures tell a story of many of our members “back then.” 
Looking at the pictures helps me recall jams, potlucks. . . . and 
the tunes we played together. There are documents of all our 
awards with pictures, i.e., Bill Yohey award, Homer McLain 
award, Norm Nash award and all of our state presidents since 
our origin in 1966.  It would have been easy for the names and 
pictures to have fallen by the wayside, but now they are current 
through 2018.

 It is rather ironic that, as I was typing this for the February 
Hoedowner,  a letter came in from Patti Luse saying that Hollis 
Real had died.  He represents the old timers, exactly, that I am 
writing about.  In North Bend many years ago, the Reals lived 
near us. Alice and I would spend time at their house fiddling, 
visiting about logging and our lives over the years. His wife, 
Carol, loved to cook. We enjoyed many of her meals.  We were 
very sad one day when Hollis and Carol told us that they were 
moving away. It left a void in our lives that no one has ever 
filled.

~Lew

have nothing to worry about.” How true IS THAT, for both the 
contest and GIGS? This spring, I hope you will try and come 
to the contest or the State Convention, or Silver Lake, or all 
of them! In 2019 let’s all get involved; many hands make light 
work!  

February Birthdays: Ben Coker, Lynn Foster, Del Sparks.

~Jenny Dreyer, District 1 Reporter

FROM THE EDITOR
Another leaf has fallen, and another great fiddle went silent this 
month.  I think we are all grieving the loss of some of our old 
time fiddling friends--Ruel last month and now Hollis, as well as 
others I hadn’t yet met.  I only jammed with Hollis a few times, 
but whenever I saw him, he tried hard to teach me his very old 
timey version of Blackberry Blossom.  I’m still not playing it up 

January Jammers in District 1

District 1  - Klamath Falls Area   
Chairman: Irene Ruddock, 541-882-6418
Co-Chair: Terry Etters, 541-882-5860, tretters@live.com
Secretary/Treasurer/Membership: Edna Jenkins, 541-891-9155,
ednaspics@yahoo.com
Correspondence/Historian: Karen Ayres, 541-783-2970
Reporter: Jenny Dreyer, 541-205-6397, doublejj25@gmail.com
Scheduler: Irene Ruddock, 541-882-6418  
irenelcmar@q.com/Sheila Fry, 541-850-9062

February Events
10  meeting/jam Shasta Grange Noon - 3 p.m.
21 gig Plum Ridge 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
21   gig Pacifica 1-2 p.m.
23 gig Anthem House 1-4 p.m.
28 gig Crystal Terrace 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
28 gig Rogue River Place 1-2 p.m.
 Practice on Saturdays 1-4 p.m. Luther Square, check with 
 Irene Ruddock for date and times 541-882-6418. 

Greetings All from District One,

Happy February! Not much to write about here in District One. 
We are business as usual, with our normal operating schedule 
and assistant living home rotations. 

We had a nice January Jam and some dedicated listeners. 
There may be a chance we will be moving our meeting/jams 
to a different Sunday, so as not to conflict with other on-going 
musical jams in the area…but more to follow on that later. 

Statewide, we have the upcoming fiddle contest. I highly 
recommend it as a great way to meet other 
people in all different districts, and even 
though it can be somewhat intimidating to 
try something new, WE ALL SHOULD. I had 
fun last year giving it a GO, and I think you 
would too if you tried it. There are MANY 
different skill levels; it’s nice to hear different 
tunes played differently than how they 
play in each individual district. They have 
A-MAZING back-up and it’s a fun way to 
challenge yourself. I remember overhearing 
Ms. Evelyn Horner in the hallway at the 
contest.  She said, “If you practiced, you 

to his standard, but what I did take away was his love of the 
music and his generous spirit of sharing it with others.  People 
like this will be greatly missed. I look forward to sharing more 
this year with all of you. 

~Karen
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District 1E  - Lakeview, Silver Lake Area  
Chairperson:  Mary Ann McLain, mclainlm@gmail.com, 541-417-2453
Vice-Chair:  Nancy Yialouris, 707-227-0753
Secretary-Treasurer /Membership:  Sharilyn McLain, 541-219-0896
P.O. Box 603, Lakeview, OR 97630
Reporter: Jerry Light, jlight538@gmail.com,775-688-9212

February Events
2 monthly jam Chamber of Commerce 2-5 p.m.
4 monthly business meeting Chamber of Commerce 7 p.m.
7, 14, 21, 28       weekly jams Rosa Lee’s house 5-7 p.m.

Hello to everyone from 1E!

This is the time of year that everything slows down.  But get 
ready... it will come roaring back!

Valentines Day is here, and with it come flowers, candy and 
cards.  Don’t forget to add a hug, a kiss, and an “I love you.”  

Rosa Lee is going on a cruise February 19.  She said it’s a 
first for her.  We will have to wait until the smile eases up 
before I gather how great it was.

Our monthly business meeting is February 4 at the Chamber 
of Commerce at 7 p.m.  Our monthly jam is February 2 from 
2-5 p.m..  We have a great time.  Come join us.  Our weekly 
jams at Rosa Lee’s are every Thursday at 5-7 p.m.  They will 
always be more fun if you join in.

Silver Lake Campout is coming up May 1-5.  There are lim-
ited power hook-ups but plenty of room for dry camping.  
Don’t miss it!

~Jerry Light, District 1E Reporter
District  3 - Bend, Redmond, The Dalles     
Chairman:  Glen Churchfield, 740-681-9640 • glen@churchfield.net        
Co-Chair  : Ron Jackson, 541-462-3736 • rononmjackson@hotmail.com    
Secretary:  Vivian Tucker, 541-420-5794 •  7spanishangels@outlook.com                 
Treasurer:  Margaret Keene, 541-460-544 • bozetta22@gmail.com 
Membership: Jeannette Bondsteel, 541-410-5146 • Jbond@bendcable.com 
1898 NW Davidson Way • Terrebonne, OR 97760 
Reporters: Kim Martin 360-852-2413 • crgypsy@live.com 
Pat Borden 541-408-7181 • pattyann335@gmail.com  
Website: www.centraloregonfiddlers.com

February Events
10 2nd Sunday Jam/Dance Powell Butte CC 1-3p.m.
21 Redmond Slow Jam Redmond Library 5-9p.m.

Howdy from District 3,

We hope all had a Happy New Year and are ready for a great 
2019! Our weather cooperated for the holiday season but 
now it is winter. We do need the snow and rain, so we won’t 
be complaining.

 As many of you have heard, our friend and long time 
OOTFA member, Hollis Real fell and broke his hip on 
December 29.  Sadly he did not recover and passed away 
on January 9, 2019. District 3 is mourning his loss; he was 
a wonderful person, a good friend, and he played a great 
fiddle. We hold the thought that even into his 90s he played 
his music and enjoyed a long and full life. 

After our Jam/Dance in January, a membership meeting 
was held and information on the event and meeting will be 
reported in the next Hoedowner. We welcome new members, 
Bill and Jeannette Groetz from Redmond, OR.

Plans are well under way for the Central Oregon Country 
Music Gathering September 12, 13,14 of 2019. If you have 
not yet made camp or hotel reservations, now’s the time.  
New and updated information will be posted on our website 
www.centraloregonfiddlers.com.

Remember to live, laugh, love and play music each day!

~Kim Martin & Pat Borden, District 3 Reporters

Hollis Real
A long, longtime member of OOTFA from Redmond, our friend Hollis passed away 
on Wednesday, January 9 following surgery for a broken hip. Hollis is survived by his 
daughter, Toni and two grandchildren who live out of state. Toni said that Hollis’s music 
family was his greatest joy and has 
asked people wishing to send their 
condolences to please send a donation 
to OOTFA District 3  c/o Margret 
Keene, Treasurer;  645 Loafers Lane;  
Madras, OR 97741.
 
Toni (Hollis’s daughter) would like any 
particularly good photos of Hollis. You 

can send pictures either as hard copies with your donation or send to 
Jeannette Bondsteel at 1898 NW Davidson Way;  Terrebonne, OR 97760 
or email to jbond@bendcable.com and she will get them to Toni.

(Wife) Carol with Hollis  

Ruel and Hollis
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Continued on page 7

VERNA LEE HOSTS 6TH ANNUAL 
NEW YEARS DAY GATHERING!

 Wrapping up the holiday celebrations with a festive finale, 
17 OOTFA members joined Verna at her home for a day of 
potluck, music, and fellowship. Our district covers a very wide 
territory, and many of our members end up traveling significant 
distances in order to participate in our events. Hal and Sharon 
Thompson from District 10 even braved frozen roads in order 
to attend. Hal is recovering nicely from his recent surgery. He is 
getting back to being his jolly self!  We all extend a big ‘Thank 
You’ to Verna for her hospitality and commitment to the orga-

nization (and her ham). We cozied up for a nice group picture, 
hope you like our smiling, well-fed faces!

 Time to focus our attention on Oregon’s Banana Belt as District 
5 looks forward to hosting this spring’s Brookings Jamboree, 
which is set for March 22-23. I am sure everyone will be quite 
weary of winter’s ice and snow by then. Brookings really does 
exist in a pocket of nicer temperatures for the Oregon Coast. 
This event has been very well attended in the past by both our 
members and the surrounding communities in that area. The 

District 5  - Southern Coast Area  
Co-Chair: Ruth Weyer, 541-756-3419, mapaweyer@frontier.com 
Co-Chair: Luke Verhagen  541-587-4313  lukenchar@msn.com
Secretary: Barbara Scheirman  541-266-0688  echo9@charter.net
Treasurer/ Membership:  Dawn Vonderlin, 541-347-4561,
dawndoreen@hotmail.com
Reporter:  Kriss Fenton, krissfenton2@gmail.com  541-260-6756

February Events
6 gig Myrtle Point Care Center 2:30-3:30 p.m.
13 gig Inland Point 1:30-2:30 p.m.
13 gig Evergreen Court 3- 4 p.m. 
16 District 5 Membership Meeting 11 a.m.
16 gig/jam Winchester Bay Community Center 1-3 p.m. 
 Jam to follow stage show 
18 gig Pacific View 2-3 p.m. 
   (NEW DAY ALERT)
27 gig Avamere 1-2 p.m.
27 gig  Inland Point 2:30-3:30 p.m.

February Hoedowner Carol and Lenny Ferrara, talented 
musicians and a wonderful-to-watch dance team!

District 4 - Grants Pass, Medford, Ashland 
Chairman: Scotty Phillips, 541-601-5753,  scottp307@gmail.com
Co-Chair: Jessie Lotts  541-816-1954, jessielotts22@gmail.com
Secretary:  Ron Bolstad 541-488-3593, bolstad@mind.net
Treasurer: Barbara Basden 541-772-0579  barbara.basden@gmail.com
Membership Chair: Carol Ferrara,lencarol2000@gmail.com
Fiddle Rustler: Ross Jones,206-595-8442,falcon259@gmail.com
Reporter: Judy Lyons, 541-956-0618, blacklyon@charter.net
District 4 Website: www.OOTFA4.org Check Us Out!

February Events 
 19 meeting/potluck/ jam     Roxy Ann Grange, Medford  
 meeting 11 a.m./ potluck at noon, open jam 12:30, 
signup performance 1-3 p.m.   See all jams and events at www.OOTFA4.org !

The weatherman predicted a storm with heavy rain and strong 
wind, but the morning of our first jam of 2019 dawned with 
only a misty fog. As the 20 or so musicians warmed up with 
some lively fiddle tunes, the audience strolled in and found 
seats they all stayed in for the entire 2 hour performance. 
About half way through the afternoon, Ron Bolstad, our emcee, 
asked if there were any requests. Tom and Janice Bove, long 
time members, requested to see Carol and Lenny Ferrara 
dance. So the talented couple took the floor and demonstrated 
a lively Shottisce and a graceful waltz.

At the meeting, Scotty Phillips unveiled a project he designed 
and had made for the district. It’s a sandwich board with 
interchangeable signs for each side. The board will be placed 
the week before we are to play at our next venue. The signs 
will read, “ Live Music Here Saturday 1-3:00.” The day of the 
performance the signs will be changed to read, “Live Music 
Here Today” Very clever, Scotty!  Thank you. The new location 
for the Wednesday beginning fiddle lessons and the jam at 
the Roxy Ann Grange in Medford is working out wonderfully. 
There’s plenty of comfortable room inside and lots of well lit 
parking outside. The manager of the grange is very happy the 
community is utilizing the facility and hopes the neighborhood 
will begin to come in to  listen in and join the fun.

The latest report on Marilyn Bolstad’s progress is that she is 
coming along with her physical therapy, and as soon as she 
can put weight on the injured ankle she can go home. We’re 
rooting for a full recovery for you, Marilyn. Dottie Birkett is still 
fighting the infection in her arm and is still receiving antibiotics. 
She will need some physical therapy to regain full strength in 
that arm after the infection is gone. Reports on Jim Winslow 

are that he’s doing well. Dottie visits him, and they stay in touch 
by phone. Jim Howe visits him often and they have a guitar jam 
together. 

The February Meeting and jam will be our annual potluck. The 
district will provide the ham and the members are asked to 
bring the side dishes. If you haven’t been contacted by Judy 
Lyons about what to bring, call her at 541-956-0618. Meeting at 
11:30, lunch at noon, open fiddle jam at 12:30, sign up jam 1-3 
p.m. 

The March jam will be the second Saturday of the month, March 
9 at the Ashland Community Center!

~Judy Lyons, District 4 Reporter
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Junior Musician:  Tyler Eickhoff (District 5)
 This month, we meet Tyler Eickhoff of District 5.  He is 11 years old and in 
the 5th grade at Harbor Lights Middle School in Bandon. From their back 
yard, they look out over a cranberry field!  

Tyler’s family has been part of OOTFA for many years.  His mom (Linda) and 
sister (Rachel) both play fiddle, but Tyler chose HARMONICA.  He likes a lot 
of different tunes and styles, and in the school’s band he plays drums and 
percussion.  Someone gave Tyler a harmonica a few years back, and he just 
started picking up melodies on his own. He attributes some of his interest 
in harmonica to District 5’s Pat Weyer, who passed away in 2016, and who 
filled Tyler with music from his harmonica.  When asked how OOTFA has 
helped him as a musician, he said “it’s great to learn songs with someone 
really fun.”

Tyler’s family supports his musical endeavors.  When he was four, he began playing drums at his church, and even then his family 
learned he could carry a beat.  So the following year, he got his own drum set that is kept downstairs.  He plays the xylophone 
and other percussion instruments in church. He and his sister, Rachel, played Jingle Bells with the hand bells for church, and 
many of you remember they played on stage at the convention in Rickreall in 2018.  

At school, Tyler loves math, and he plays basketball. He’s famous in his family for being the “odd” person-- he is double jointed 
in his arms and can bend them backwards!  When he grows up, he hopes to go into aeronautical engineering--designing 
airplanes or space craft.

Tyler Eickhoff playing harmonica with his sister, Rachel

Tune of the Month:  
“After Christmas Waltz” 

composed by Truman Price (District 8)
Our tune of the month was contributed by Truman 
Price.  He wrote it in 2011 after a snow storm kept his 
family inside the house just before Christmas.  

You can hear Truman playing it on his front porch by 
searching for Truman Price on youtube OR through 

this link. www.youtube.com/
watch?v=F5-eQXbw3vU
The music we’ve included here 
is the simple version of the 
melody.  But when you hear 
Truman play it, you can see 
he adds some complications 
and nuances that make it a 
really special tune.  The first 
time through, it is a straight 
statement. The second time, 
the A part is having difficulty-- 
growling, rolling a stone uphill.  
And the third time, it breaks 
through into sunshine.  He has 
some harmony parts that aren’t 

shown here but are included in 
the youtube video.  It is a haunting, beautiful  melody 
written by one of our own OOTFA family.
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After Christmas
Truman Price
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From the State Fiddle Contest Director
 The contest is coming up in a few very short weeks!  I’m excited about 
our panel of well-qualified judges.  They are also terrific fiddlers:

 • Ashley Dreyer from Spirit Lake, Idaho

 • Eric Anderson from Lincoln, California 

 • Scott Sumner from Umapine, Oregon.

If you’re a contestant, I encourage you to review the rules (especially 
the new Entertainment Showcase Division).  You can find them 
under the “contest” section of the OOTFA.org website.  The past 
Hoedowners are archived on this site, so you can look back and find 
a registration form and a schedule in the December issue.  These are 
also posted to the OOTFA Facebook page.

Remember, if you want to register, you can just send me an email at 
gdaewalt@comcast.net and you won’t have to complete a registration form.  How easy is that?

I’m still looking for a few more volunteers – Timekeepers, Registration Helpers, and Front Door Attendants – I 
need several people for each of these categories.  The other unfilled job is a short one in the evening during the 
Entertainment Showcase Division.  For this division, the judges will be sitting in the audience.  As they complete their 
score sheets after each contestant, the score sheets need to be picked up and brought to the Tabulators who are in 
the Judges’ Room across the hall from the auditorium.  It involves a little walking back and forth for about an hour.  If 
this sounds like something you can do, please contact me – I’d appreciate it!  

Remember, you can email me or call/text me with any questions/suggestions/or whatever at 503-701-1578.  

I hope to see you all soon!

~Eileen    
contact at: gdaewalt@comcast.net or phone at 503-771-7474

Eileen in front of table of awards, ribbons, and
 trophies in last year’s fiddle contest!

Members of District 10 perform on stage in Lebanon:  
Chris Cormack, Ken Luse (District 6), Jude Stensland,  Allison Lindley.

Lebanon
Our gathering in Lebanon was a tremendous success.  
About 150 people attended, jammed. and enjoyed the 
show!  We shared a nice potluck lunch and continued 
jamming until we had to close the place down!  People 
from the community enjoyed the sights and sounds.

The Board Meeting went smoothly.  Each district gave 
an overview of local events, Lew shared his FABULOUS 
photo albums, President Scott reviewed some exciting 
changes being made to our upcoming convention, Eileen 
outlined the volunteer needs for the State Fiddle Contest, 
and we were informed about progress toward changing 
the bylaws. These proposed changes will be reviewed 
in the Hoedowner next month and voted on at the 
convention in April. 

Thank you to all the  folks who helped make this weekend 
memorable--with a tip of the hat to Jerry and Linda Parks, 
the masterminds of this event.

OOTFA IS NOW PART OF AMAZON SMILE. Just search for smile.amazon.com and you’ll find the 
same prices and merchandise as Amazon, only with the additional bonus that Amazon will donate a 
portion of the price on many of the products to your favorite non profit organization.  Give it a try!  
You can shop and help OOTFA at the same time!
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District 5  - Southern Coast Area (continued from page 4)

District 6 - Eugene, Corvallis,  Lebanon Area   
Chair:  Peggy Mulder  541-912-4040  peggy@brasscreek.com
Vice Chair: Amy Burrow aru.bur6294@gmail.com 541-998-6294
Secretary:  Donna O’Neil  yogawithdonna@gmail.com  541-632-0105
Treasurer: Bernie Roberts, 541-689-5764, beroberts285@comcast.net
Membership:  Linda Parks, 541-905-2313, LindaParks1980@gmail.com, 
36989 Deadwood Dr.  Lebanon, OR 97355
Reporter: Amy Burrow, aru.bur6294@gmail.com, 541-998-6294

February Events
1 OOTFA jam Eugene Hotel Retirement 7-8:30 p.m.
2 Intermediate Fiddle Class River Rd. Annex 1-4 p.m.
4 Basic Fiddle Class Bethesda Lutheran 1-4 p.m.
7 OOTFA jam New World Deli, Corvallis 7-9 p.m.
8 OOTFA jam Elmira Grange 7-9 p.m. 
9 jam, meeting, otluck  Central Grange   10 a.m.-3 p.m.
15 OOTFA jam YaPoAh Terrace 7-9 p.m.
22 OOTFA jam Willakenzie Grange 7-9 p.m.

The Winter Jam and State Board Meeting is now a pleasant 
memory. Thank you Jerry and Linda Parks for successfully 
leading our District 6  through our second year of hosting this 
event at Lebanon Senior Center. Thank you, as well, to District 
6 members who attended, stepped in to help where needed, 
and made this project look easy as we welcomed State OOTFA 
to Lebanon. 

As mentioned last month, District 6 will be busy on February 
16-17 playing at the Frontier Heritage Fair at Lane County 
Fairgrounds. If you have not yet signed up, or if you want to 
play but are not yet a member of a band, please call or e-mail 
Peggy Mulder, 541-912-4049, or peggyjm2@iCloud. com. 
Thank you Melody Morrell for asking District 6 to participate 
again this year. 

Looking forward into March, several of our fiddlers are 
preparing to enter the Oregon State Fiddle Contest on 
Saturday, March 16. We wish all the contestants our best! If you 
have questions about the contest, contact Eileen Walter, 503-
701-1578. 

If you have not renewed your OOTFA Membership for 2019, 
now is the time! Please send your renewal to either our 
District 6 Membership Chairman, Linda Parks, or to State 
Membership Chairman, Patti Luse. Both their addresses are 
in this Hoedowner. Renewal is $20 if you want to receive your 
Hoedowner electronically, $25 if you appreciate receiving the 
paper version of the Hoedowner mailed to you. 

As we start a new year of activities, let’s remind ourselves of all 
that our OOTFA dues offers to us each year. District 6 offers 
SIX monthly jams, TWO monthly Fiddle Classes, plus at least 
two monthly gigs. That’s a LOT of opportunity for sharing 
music and improving playing skills. Add to this the possibility 

Continued on page 8

Chetco Grange committee has 
shown how much they welcome 
and appreciate OOTFA each 
year. From no charge RV parking 
on their grounds to helping us 
publicize the performance day, 
collaboration with this group is a 
pleasure. We urge you to make 
your hotel reservations early if 
needed. The Wild Rivers Motor 
Lodge offers OOTFA a discount. 
More details and the schedule will 
appear in our next Hoedowner.

I must leave room for that nice 
group picture so here is our ‘Big 
Wave’ from the South Coast!

~Kriss Fenton, District 5 Reporter
Linda Hill (District 5)

Aryanna Ropp and Jerry Parks 
dancing at Central Grange 

(District 6)!

Annie Carter with two young fiddlers, Gretchen and Saxon Ropp (District 6).

Joe Moyle gives Lucy Bragg a 
lesson on mandolin (District 6).

District 5’s New Years Day gathering--starting 
the year off right with music!
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District 6 - Eugene, Corvallis,  Lebanon Area (continued from page 7)
to attend other district jams around Oregon PLUS attend any of 
the several Statewide events offered each year, then we receive 
a excellent value for our $20 or $25 dues. Finally, there is the 
sociality. Look around at all the musical friends you have made 
through OOTFA. There is no monetary value that can define 
this gift. 

Amy Burrow has been our fantastic Hoedowner Reporter for 
several years. She has respectfully requested that we replace 
her. Amy has asked this before, but we truly need to honor 
her request. If you enjoy putting thoughts to paper, or maybe 
you love writing detailed holiday letters, this position may be 
perfect for you. Please call a member of District 6 Board to 

District 7 - Portland, Northern Coast Area
Chair: Marcella Easly, 503-631-3149  
Co-Chair: Donna Foreman, 503-630-3577
Secretary/Treasurer/ Scheduler: Ron Zabudsky, 503-630-7499
Membership: Marcella Easly,  marlueasly@gmail.com 503-631-3149  
Reporter: Elaine Schmidt, 503-492-0750 

Happy February everyone!  

 First of all, our monthly jam is now held at  the Sunnyside 
Grange and will be held again on February 2 (the first Saturday 
of the month).  Last month before we played, we had our annual  
meeting.  One of the items on the agenda was the election of 
new officers.  David Altman was elected as Chair, Marcella Easly 
is the new Co-Chair and Fred Davis will continue as Treasurer.  
Thank-you Marcella, Fred, and Scheduler-- Ron Zabudsky,  for 
your service to District 7 in the last few years, and thanks for 
continuing to serve on the board during the next few years.  
Good luck to you, David, in the years ahead as you serve as 
Chair! We are all behind you.

We had a good turn-out at the Sunnyside Grange on January 5 
and had a lot of fun jamming, with a good variety of songs and 
tunes played.  This was a great place for a circle jam.  We played 
upstairs in the main “hall” and half way through, we had a break 
and went downstairs for coffee, juice, and cookies. (Thanks, 
Marcella, for the goodies.)  After that, many people went back 
upstairs and jammed for another hour!  I look forward to seeing 
many of you again on February 2.  If you would like specialized 
lessons. there are teachers who can work with you for the first 
half-hour. Also, this is a great opportunity to teach and learn new 
songs or techniques, so please feel free to bring music to share.

In February we have  two other events that you are not going 
to want to miss. The first is on February 8 when we again go to 

January Events
25 gig Cherry Park Plaza, 1323 SW Cherry Park Road, Troutdale     
     3-4 p.m. (Happy Hour)   
27 NW Jam   600 NE  8th Ave, Gresham    Doors open at 11 a.m.     
     Sign-up playing 12:30-3:30 p.m.

the Eagle Creek Grange and celebrate Valentine’s  Day with the 
Eagle Creek community at their annual Sweetheart Banquet.  The 
fiddlers will be fed at 5:30 and then we will start playing at 6 p.m. 
for about an hour and a half.  You will have a lot of fun playing for 
the very appreciative audience.  Let Ron Zabudsky know if you 
are coming so they can plan for extra meals.

The other event is at the Oregon Historical Society.  It will be our 
third year playing there to help celebrate Oregon’s birthday. We 
will play from 11:30 to noon.  Then follows a period of speeches 
until 12:40 after which we play again for about 15 minutes. After 
this we are invited to join the crowd in having some delicious 
cake. Usually about 200+ people attend!

Lastly, I would like to say how lovely it was to attend Jackie 
Germundson’s Celebration of Life Service.  There were 18 
musicians who played in a large circle  before and after the 
service.  We all felt that playing the music Jackie loved was such 
a joyous way to remember and celebrate her wonderful life. 

Keep on playing all the beautiful music!   

~Elaine Schmidt, District 7 Reporter

District 5 playing at the Sunnyside Grange in Clackamas:  Casey Thomas, 
Tamera Sincera, and Bob Huffman.

The next time you don’t think you 
have time to practice, think of our 
very own OOTFA smokejumper, 
Marcel Potvin, between jumps.

Junior musician Tyler Eickhoff, 
Bob Shaffer, and Ruth Weyer 
bring in the new year with a 

polar plunge. 

volunteer your talent. We need to fill this Reporter position 
SOON! 

Birthdays- Kathy Ness, Gary Baran, Tony Humphreys, Phyllis 
Coffin, Dave Stubbs

Congratulations and Thank You to Bernie and Marie Roberts! 
January 15 marked their 25th anniversary as members of 
OOTFA! They are both National Treasures, and Bernie has 
served as a district officer for 17 consecutive years! 

~Patti Luse and Peggy Mulder, filling in for Amy Burrow, 
District 6 Reporter
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District 10 - Roseburg, Canyonville, Sutherlin Area     
Chair: (& Program Coordinator): Jude Stensland, 541-430-2080 
jude999s@gmail.com  
Vice-Chair: Jim Kuether, 503-260-5972  j.kuether@yahoo.com
Secretary: Kelly Wadsworth, 541-643-7113 queenkellybee@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Gynn Deaton, 541-839-4501 gynnde@charter.net 
Membership: Sharon Thompson, 541-430-5898 
mamabear3506@centurytel.net P.O. Box 117, Glide, OR 97443     
Kitchen Mgr: Sandy Harter, 541-340-3430  sandharter@gmail.co  
Sound Person: Jim Leininger, 714-852-8144 leinfam@earthlink.net
Reporter/Publicist:  Joe Ross, 541-673-9759  rossjoe@hotmail.com 

February Events
 7 gig Oak Park 1-2 p.m.
13 gig Rosehaven 10- 11 a.m.
14 gig Brookdale 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
23 jam Sutherlin Grange 12- 3 p.m.
25 gig Callahan Village 3:30- 4:30 p.m.

 Our December 23 jam was attended by over 30 people! 
Guests from other districts included Jerry and Linda Parks 
(District 6), Dana and Linda Sweatt (District 5) and Kirk Mlinek 
(District 5).

Several of our district members went to Lebanon for the 
January 18-19 state gathering, quarterly meeting and jam. 
Our district membership held a meeting on January 26. Jude 
reported on the Lebanon meeting. We also revised the list of 
authorized check signers for the district. Look for more meeting 
highlights in the next issue of the Hoedowner. 

In February, we celebrate Dona Brown’s birthday on the 13th. 
We hope to see more of Dona and our former chairperson 
Jerry Hash. We miss everyone who hasn’t come for awhile. 
Please try to come out and join us.   

Let’s pick!

~Joe Ross, District 10 Reporter 
District 10’s gig at Bridgewood River:  Joe Ross, Francis 

Stephenson, Elvis, Allison Lindley, Colleen Hanks, Jude Stensland, 
Christine Cormack, Chuck Stayer, Gene Hodson, Hal Thompson

District 9 - Burns - John Day Area  
Chair: Randy Gibson 541-589-1866  outlawwoodproducts@yahoo.com
Vice-chair: Joan Suther.  Jsuther10@gmail.com, 541-573-5601
Secretary/Treasurer/Membership: George Sahlberg
Reporter: Marianne Andrews

We are sure glad Joan is back. Our Sunday Potluck and Jam 
had only 7 musicians. We miss Ruel. A bit of good news is that 
Lorretta Peyrollaz and her daughters, Morgan and Sadie from 
Riley, came to the gathering. They have joined us several times 
at our Friday night jams, but this is the first potluck they’ve 
been to. Welcome! Lorretta plays fiddle and sings too!

Our next quarterly meeting will be February 10 at our Sunday 
Potluck and Jam, so please join us so that we will have a 
quorum. All hands on deck!

Our condolences go out to all the friends and family of Hollis 

February Events
1 jam  Friday Jam  7 p.m.
8 gig The Aspens  7-9 p.m.
10 meeting, potluck and jam Harney County Senior Center 1 p.m. 
                                         (Quarterly Meeting)
15 jam Friday Jam  7 p.m.
18 gig Ashley Manor  6-7 p.m.
22 jam Friday Jam  7 p.m.

Real. He has been a regular at our Country Music Jamboree 
and will be sorely missed. 

Remember, that to discover the place the Friday Jams are 
held, call one of the officers.  We always welcome newcomers, 
traveling through folks, card players, clappers and especially our 
regular and extraordinary musicians.

Musically Yours,

~Marianne Andrews, District 9 Reporter

District 8 - Salem, McMinnville, Tillamook/Newport Area   

Several of our children played at “Magic at the Mill” with 
us in December. We were glad to have them come. They 
were:Calder McQueen, Natalie, Felicia and Dylan Guptil. Ron 
Cooper played guitar for the kids. (Ron is Calder McQueen’s 
grandfather.)

We played at the Yamhill Valley Heritage Center again January 
26th. We appreciate their support of our organization.

~Gayle Clarity, District 8 Reporter

February Events
 6  Basic Fiddle Class Kaiser; Willamette Lutheran Rtmt. Comm.;  
 7693 Wheatland Rd N, Kaiser 4:30-6:30 p.m. 503-393-2271
7, 14, 21, 28 class     Fiddle Tune Workshop 
 405 N Water St; Bazaar Americana Store; Silverton 11 a.m.-1 p.m.  
       503-873-3977
6, 13, 20, 27  Learning Jam at Donna & Gerrit Janzen’s home. 
 1445 25th St N.E., Salem   7-9 p.m.    call first: 503-585-3033
9  jam  Yamhill Valley Heritage Center (11275 SW Durham Lane, 
 Corner of Hwy. 18 and Durham Lane just  south of McMinnville) 1-3 p.m.
16 jam State Capitol 3166 Fir Tree Dr S.E., Salem  
  watch for updates for details 
17  class Kid’s Jam 533 Clarmar Dr N.E., Salem             2:30 p.m.  
  Phone: 503-999-1641.
23 gig Mt. Angel Towers.  2-3 p.m.

Chairman: Dennis Brutke,  503-835-3723 
Vice-Chair: Marie Bailey, 503-835-7185 bambailey36@yahoo.com
Secretary/ Membership: Brenda Hallgrimson, 503-476-5380, 
daryl-bren@juno.com; 6920 S.E. Wallace Rd., Dayton, OR 97114
Treasurer: Loita Colebank, 503-678-2382, loitajc@gmail.com 
Scheduler:  Ted Hunt, 503-837-0446, trhunt315@gmail.com 
Reporter & Notices: Gayle Clarity, 503-899-7485, gaylrose@gmail.com
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A Nonprofit Organization Article II: 
“Purpose - To promote, preserve 
and perpetuate Old Time fiddling 
and Old Time music. To encourage 
everyone, especially young people, 
to play the fiddle and appreciate Old 
Time Fiddling and Old Time Music. To 
provide regular times and places to 
meet to play this kind of music”.

S T AT E

Your Name
Here

We’re on the web:
Facebook Group…Oregon Oldtime Fiddlers’ Association

www.ootfa.org

These name tags are yellow with blue letters, 
OOTFA logo and your district number. To order 
please specify pin or magnetic back and send your 
name, address, and district number along with a 
$10 check made payable to:
*If you do not specify type 
of back, you will be sent 
the pin type.

Ken Luse, 
979 Ascot Dr.
Eugene, OR 97401

FEBRUARY 2019
Patti Luse
Membership Chair

Oregon Oldtime Fiddlers’ Association
979 Ascot Dr.
Eugene, OR 97401

Jamming in Lebanon.

Lew and Alice Holt (District 6).

Linda Parks enjoys her new 
stand-up bass, “Daisy”.  

Jerry Parks plays their new bass, 
while Ken Luse, Scott Phillips, 

and Linda Parks admire the sound.

Shirley and Tony Humphreys 
(District 6) perform with backup musicians, 

Ken Luse and Hal Thompson. 
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