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COMING EVENTS

District
Feb, 5 Jam Session & Bus, Mbg. Merrill Rec, Hall Merrill, Ore, L
Feb, 6 Jam Session & Bus. Mtg, Warner Grange Canby, Cregon 7
Feb, 12 Jam Session Ocd Fellows Hall Vencouver, “n.
Fcb. 13 Jam Session High School iyrtle Croek,Ore 5
Feb. 19 Contest Clark County College Vancouver, n.
Feb. 20 Jam Session & Bus. Mtg, Comm. 3ldg. Jr, Aud. Coquille, Cra. 5
Feb. 27 Jam Session & Bue. Mtg., Buell Grangs Buell, Ore. 8
Mor, & Contest Ballad Town U,S.A. Forcst Grove, Cr,
Mar. 6 Jam Scssien oose Lodee Cottage Grove,Or.ldb
Mar. 18 & 19 State Convention ene County Feirgrounds Bugene, Ore.
Apr. 17 Jam Scssion Talent, Ore.
Mey Ly State Contest High School Bend, Ore.

PRESTDENT!S MESSAGE

The State Jam session at Ros

b seburg was sure a good one, good crowd and a good show.
We sure enjoyed it., It olso was
i»&

s nice to got together with good friends.,

Once again, I hope we will have a good turnout at the State Convention, T know
that our State conflicts with the show at Tenino, Wash. but we will change that
after this year.

Keep on Fiddlin, Jim Sccor
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CLARK COLIEGE NCRTHJEST FIDDIE CONTEST

Some of the nation's top fiddlers ond country cencers will assemble at Clark Col-
lege, February 18 and 19 for the Second Anmual Clark Collcge Northwest Fiddle Contest
and Exhibition in Vancouver, Washington, Performers for the Fridoy's exhibition at
8 p.m, in Gaiser Hall, includc Dick Barrett and Benny Thomasson of Pottsboro and
Arlington, Texas respectively, who between them have captured the natiocnal champion-
ship title at the Weiser, Idaho contest for the past four yocars. Thomasson won in
19743 Berrett the other three years.

Hank and Sandy Bradley will be at the Clark College show too, demonstrating fid-
dling styles of tho Southcastern United States and Eastern Burope, Sandy will be on
the program again Saturday afternoon calling square doncing,

Timberbound, an old-time string band, will sing songs of the Ores
Arthur Billingsley, the transplanted Pine Bluff, frkansas scptuagenarian musical
saw player who now calls Portland home, will also Qppoar.

The call is oub for fiddlers to compete for 5750 in prisc money and trophies in
four divisions: Junior, intermediate, senior and open. Registration for the contest
begins at 10:am Saturday, February 20, Junior division preliminaries arc sch to
start at 12 noon, with the finals scheduled for 8:pm. Weiser rules will be followed,
All ovents except Saturday afternoon dancing will be in Galser Hall, according to
Dottie Krzyzanoski, coordinator of student activities at Clark College, 206 (69~

6521.
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A variety of American country style dances will be taught and demonstrateds. Idsa
Ferrel will lead contra ard Morris daaana and the Harysville Cloggers will be on

hand to show off their old timey brand of high steonin‘

fLssisting Clark College with the sponsorship of the cvent is the Seattle Folklore
Socilety ond the Notional Endowment for the Arts, last yvear!s event was successful
far beyond expectation, prometors indicated,

Admission for the various scssions is as follows: exhibition: £2;3 gr ollminaries
and dance, 1,503 finals, %2; all events, $L. Children and seniors (5 and over are
admitted for half fare.

Contest judges are nationally recognized fiddlers: Barrett, Frank Ferrel, and
John Felnichuk, Bill Yohey, a former national chomp from Oregon, will serve as
master of ceremonies. ‘

Dick Barrett and Benny Thomesson will also appear at the following places during

February. .

L. Salem - Boon Treasury, Sunday, Feb, 20th, €:30 and 9:15 Shows, Address ~ 888 N,E.
Liberty, 4 price of $5.00 includes a he °rtv soup, dinner and beoverage. This
place has good food.

2. Hugene - Eagcnc Center for the Perferming ﬂ”to, Tuesca y, Feb, 22nd, 7:30 and
10:30 PM. Address -~ 291 W, 8th (W.0,9., Hall) 3,00 Advance &3.50 Day or Show.

John Ullman

PCOREST GROVE FIDD

Dear Fiddling Friends, We wish to extend to you asain this year an invitation to
part101pate in the Ballad Town tonth annual OlC-Time Fiddlcrs Contest to be held
Saturday, I h 5th starting at 1:30 PIf at the Forest Grove IIigh School Gymnas lum
in Forest Grove~ Sign up at Floyd's Music Conter as usual,

Prize Moncys lst 2nd 3rd 1th 5th
Open Division $166 00 B75,00  050.00 825,00 $15.00
Scnior Division 75,00 50.00 25.09
Junior Divisien 50,00 30,00 10,00
Sec you then, Floyd Persons
Our neighbors to the noruh have *uVLte; anyone t ot would like to come to a jom
session on Feb. 12th at the 0dd Fellows Hall in ngtlegruun“,*Jﬁshin“ton. Directions
to got there are to go to the red flashing light in Batilegrovnd, turn left 2 to 3
blocks, Hall in on right hand side, North Pargwav. Potluck ot 6:00 PM nlaying to

at 8:00,

NOTES PIIOM OUR JECRETARY @

The Board of Dircctors meeting was held at the State Jom Scssion in Roseburg, with
all active districts represented. Lfter some Ciscussion about the purchase of Dron-
erty, a comittee of John Mclrichuk, Fred Samples and Les Tucker was appointed to
look into all legel aspects. They will report at the convention,

Dropping our affiliction with the Notional Fiddlers Association was di scussecd,with
most present in favor of withdrawing. This will be voted on at the utate convention
meeting,

Some plans were made for our convention. The show will again be Friday with tickets
to nen-members :;2.50. Business meeting Saturday afterncon followed by a banguet and
dence. Cost of the banguet is (3,00, Jim Secor, Jim Hoots and John Melnichuk are in
charge of the show, The dates are Morch 18 and 19.

T've been asked to remind everyone of the pot-luck dinners hold for ouwr members
before most of our jam sescions, Please remember to bring vour own table service, as
well as your food,

If your cues were sent to me before the 25th, your membership cards should be in
the next Hoedowner. If for some reason you don‘t find 1t, please contact me, IFf your
neme or address is dncorrccet, vlease let me know so I can correct it. Thanks, &dna
Yohey, Sec, 934 N, Davis, Mclinnville, Or 97128
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DISTRICT 7

. Sunday, Jan. 9th we entertained at two nursing homes, Washburn Manor and the Pon-
derosa. Saturday night the 15th we had our monthly get-together and pie supper. Not
too large a group, but we had a real good evening, Sundey the 16%h, some of us had
the pleasure of attending the State Jam at Roseburg. Lots of good fiddlers and
‘accompanists and a packed house. People stending in the doors listening to the rusic,
The 23rd we played for the County Nursing Home here and the Holicey Motel for Senior
Citizens. L good month for our district in spite of cold weather and bad roads,
Saturday night, Feb. Sth, we will have owr monthly got-together and business meet-
ing. We will clect our officers for the coming vear. Let's have a good turnout. Also
we will present some awards for the past year, Iadies bring desserts, pie or cake.
Start eating at 7:00 PM, Public invited at 8:00 PM. Merrill Recreation Center, Mer-
rill, Or.
ce you there! Lee Eddy, Reporter

n

DISTRICT #L

B

Martha's letter did not meke it to Portland, lost in the mail so we took what in-
formation we could over the phonc, Mortha sald they had & wonderful turnout at Rose-
burg, better than expected with 37 fiddlers and mony agcompanists. ALlL active dist-
ricts represented with over 200 people attending, Martha Warwick emceed the first
half and Wayne Holmes emceed the last half. She was unable to attend the business
meeting but the news of that is clsewhere in the paper. See vou all at convention,

' i Yartha Werwick
DISTRICT #

There will be a jam session in the Fr, Auditorium of the Coquille Comm. Bldg. on
Feb. 20th. Doors will open at 10:00 AM, meeting end election of officers at 10:30.
After the meeting, potluck and finger foods, Coffee will be furnished. Doors to open
to the public and show at 1:00 PM, Hove to have a jam at Bandon on the 13th of lMarch.
More details on this later. Anyone interested in coming over the day before the jom
in Coquille, please feel freec to do so.

' Geri Virtue, Reporter

DISTRICT ;6

On March 6th there will be o combination business meeting and potluck and jam
session at the Moose Hall in Cottage Grove, Doors open at 10:00 AM =nd jam starts
at 1:00 P, I urge district members to be there to elect new officors.

DISTRICT ;8

Not too much to tell this month. Didn't get to attend the Roseburg State Meeting,
but understand it was a good meeting and a good party and dance Saturday cvening.,
Our Feb. meeting will be at Buell Grange, Feb, 27th., Hall opens at 10:00 LM, potiuck
at noon and program at 1:00 PM. We'll have our election of officers., Let's gll turn
out, election a4t 11:00 AM,
See you there, Bea Smith, Reporter
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I would like to cxpress ny thanks to everyone for the cards and phone calls during
my recent stay in the hospitel., I am getting along much better and thanks 1o every-
one for your concern,

Wayne Walter



Our Fiddler For The Month of February 1977

WILLIS "SHEHORTY" ATLLEN

Willis was born at Bandon, Oregon on June U, 1910, His family moved to tum . . ..
Monmouth area when he was 3 months old and there he has lived for 65 years,

Willis, better known as "Shorty", helped his father on the farm, also worked in
the timber and sawmill, but for the last 27 vears until ret;remcnt, he has worked
for the Southern Pacific Railrcad. Shorty wa bOf nto a musical family and most
of his musical training came from his father vho a f;culcr, At a very early
age Shorty used to "ploy" with his father with t: 5 10&5, pretending they were
his fiddle. Seeing how intercsted he was and 2s soon ac he was old cenough, his
father let him use his fiddle, ard in a very short time Shorty was able to plqy a
few tunes by ear, ILater, Shorty's father bought a piano and taught him to play
chords on it. He played accompaniment to his father and uncles at dances and pther
entertainment in the area. )

After Shorty and Virge were married, he decided he wanted to pley an accordian.
He sent for one and tought himself to »lay it. e Jpined Roy Mock's Picneers and
nlayed his accordian for dences CVGPJ‘SGt@ruay'n“fht, Since Ray passed away in
Deceiber, Shorty has kept the group together and they are pludlng regul arly every
wesk in Salom. The AL;,LQ suvill live in the Monmouth area, Ther joined the Cregon
Cldtime Fiddlers shortly after it was organized, They had attended a Jamborce in
Corvallis and enjoyed it so much they joined +the gssociation thet Cay. Shorty is
a very friendly person with g roady smile. IHe loves to play music and is wvory
genorous with his talents. He plays piano, organ and fiddle besides his accordian,
and is a very welcome addition bo any progran. '

T3

Minnie Bennett, Historian



