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Eighth of January
Traditional - American

Score

fast reel

This fiddle tune commemorates Andrew Jackson's victory over British forces at the Battle of New
Orleans, 8th January, 1815. Neither side was aware that the war had been ended by the Treaty of
Ghent on 24th December, 1814.

It is set here as a 32 bar reel for dancing. The Arkansas folksinger and teacher, Jimmy Driftwood, set
lyrics to the melody as "The Battle of New Orleans." The first line, "In 1814 we took a little trip,"
sometimes leads people to believe the battle was in 1814, not ealizing the time it took to move an
American army to New Orleans and to fortify the city for the battle in early January.

Kitchen Musician Hammered Dulcimer Books,
Tunebooks for Various Other Instruments and

Recordings

http://www.kitchenmusician.net/


